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Abstract 

Calendars  can  be  useful  educational  tools  for  young  children 
aiding  in  the  development  of  a  number  of  skills  including  reading 
and  arithmetic  readiness  and  language  development.  A  calendar 
for  use  with  young  visually  impaired  children  was  needed.  The 
classroom  calendar  and  the  individual  calendar  designs  were  the 
result  of  information  shared  by  teachers  of  young  visually 
impaired  children  on  a  survey  about  calendars  and  their  use. 

These  manipulative  braille  and  print  calendars  were  field  tested 
with  47  visually  impaired  children  ages  3  through  12  and  were 
found  to  be  appropriate  and  motivational  for  children  from  4 
years  old  up.  Revisions  for  production  based  on  the  field 
testing  were  minor  and  included  the  addition  of  cloud  and 
birthday  cake  symbols  and  a  set  of  bolder,  larger  print 
abbreviation  labels  for  the  days  of  the  week  for  the  classroom 
calendar  and  the  replacement  of  the  glue  sticks  with  double-stick 
mounting  squares  for  the  individual  calendar. 
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Final  Report  on 

Classroom  Calendars  for  the  Visually  Impaired 

An  often  overlooked  and  taken-f or-granted  educational  tool 
is  the  common  monthly  calendar.  For  blind  and  visually  impaired 
children,  the  calendar  may  be  just  as  educational  but  not  as 
common  a  tool  as  it  is  for  normally  sighted  children. 
Identification  of  Need 

During  a  visit  to  the  Arizona  State  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
the  Blind  and  the  Foundation  for  Blind  Children  preschool  program 
in  Phoenix,  Arizona  in  May  1988,  Hilda  Caton,  Tom  Poppe,  and 
Eleanor  Pester  observed  a  class  of  visually  impaired  preschoolers 
having  a  lesson  with  a  braille  and  print  hand-made  calendar.  As 
the  teacher,  Suzi  MacDonald,  guided  the  lesson,  children 

i 

practiced  reading  readiness  and  number  sequencing  skills  as  they 
placed  the  number  for  the  date  on  the  calendar  and  social  studies 
and  language  skills  as  they  talked  about  Mother's  Day  and  what 
they  had  done  over  the  weekend.  This  served  as  a  reminder  of 
just  how  useful  an  educational  tool  a  calendar  could  be. 

Later  in  May  and  June,  as  Eleanor  Pester  visited  classrooms 
for  young  braille  readers,  she  looked  for  braille  calendars  and 
questioned  teachers  about  their  use.  Although  one  teacher  was 
making  excellent  use  of  an  adapted  calendar  with  children  on 
several  different  levels  in  her  resource  room,  this  was  the 
exception  and  not  the  rule.  For  the  most  part,  calendars  were 
not  being  used.  In  part  the  reason  for  this  may  have  been 
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because  a  satisfactory  calendar  did  not  exist  for  use  with  young 
visually  impaired  children. 

Problems  with  Existing  Materials 

At  this  time  two  types  of  braille  calendars  were 
commercially  available.  The  most  common  type  was  made  for  blind 
adults  and  contained  braille  too  difficult  for  beginners  to  read, 
i.e.,  number  signs  omitted  from  numbers,  holidays  listed  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page,  etc.  The  other  type  was  based  on  a  print 
calendar  featuring  a  picture  of  a  popular  storybook  character 
such  as  Winnie  the  Pooh  or  Mickey  Mouse.  While  these  calendars 
did  contain  some  braille  (also  not  written  with  beginners  in 
mind)  pictures  and  stickers  used  to  mark  holidays  were  not 
tactile  and  therefore  did  not  have  the  same  appeal  for  young 
blind  children  as  they  did  for  sighted  children. 

Calendars  specially  designed  for  use  with  young  sighted 
children  had  clear,  easy-to-read  print  letters  and  numbers  which 
were  suitable  for  use  with  low  vision  students.  However,  the 
symbols  which  were  included  with  the  calendars  were  often  "busy" 
and  contained  poor  contrast  making  them  especially  hard  for  low 
vision  students  to  see.  For  young  braille  readers  and  potential 
braille  readers,  making  these  symbols  meaningful  tactually  would 
be  impossible.  Since  these  calendars  were  usually  made  of  heavy 
cardboard,  braille  labels  could  be  put  over  the  existing  print 
labels.  However,  this  would  detract  somewhat  from  the  visibility 
of  the  print  and  make  the  calendar  appear  rather  messy. 
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Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  project  was  to  develop  a  classroom 
calendar  to  be  used  by  both  tactual  and  visual  learners  from  four 
years  of  age  up  through  the  primary  grades  in  school. 

Review  of  Literature 

Although  no  research  studies  have  been  done  to  determine 
whether  calendar  concept  development  is  the  same  for  sighted  and 
blind  children,  it  is  assumed  to  be  and  tested  in  the  same  way  in 
print  and  braille  on  achievement  tests.  In  the  1989  Stanford 
Achievement  Test  series  (Gardner,  1989)  produced  in  both  print 
and  braille,  concepts  relating  directly  to  a  calendar  are  first 
tested  in  Primary  1  Form  J  for  grades  1.5  -  2.9  and  in  Primary  2 
Form  J  for  grades  2.5  -  3.9.  Number  sequences  as  they  would  be 
seen  on  a  calendar  are  tested  even  earlier  in  Early  School  1  for 
grades  K.O  -  K.5  and  in  Early  School  2  for  grades  K.6  -  1.5. 

Other  literature  which  was  of  help  on  this  project  pertained 
to  basic  research  on  visual  and/or  tactual  discrimination.  For 
example,  research  such  as  that  of  Preston,  Schwankl,  and  Tinker 
(1932)  and  Nolan  (1972a)  on  legible  color  combinations  and  that 
of  Nolan  (1972b)  on  the  incised  vs.  raised  symbols  played  a  big 
role  in  the  development  of  the  prototypes  and  later  the  finished 
products . 
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In-House  Committee  Review 

After  the  planning  document  for  this  project  was  completed 
(See  Appendix  A)  and  work  on  a  prototype  of  the  classroom 
calendar  had  been  started,  the  in-house  committee  met  with 
Eleanor  Pester,  the  project  director,  and  Tom  Poppe,  the  model 
and  pattern  maker,  to  review  plans  for  this  project.  Members 
serving  on  this  committee  were  as  follows: 

Hilda  Caton 
Mary  Nelle  McLennan 
Sheri  Moore 
June  Morris 
Karen  Peters 
Suzette  Wright 

Although  the  group  seemed  to  favor  the  development  of  a 
calendar,  they  questioned  the  age  group  for  which  it  should  be 
targeted,  the  size  and  the  form  it  should  take,  whether  real 
objects  rather  than  symbols  should  be  used  for  special  days,  and 
whether  the  teachers  should  be  expected  to  furnish  their  own 
symbols.  Therefore,  the  decision  was  made  to  survey  a  few 
teachers  about  calendars  and  their  use  of  them  before  continuing 
work  on  the  prototype. 

Preliminary  Questionnaire 

A  questionnaire  was  formulated,  reviewed  by  the  in-house 
committee,  revised,  and  then  sent  to  four  preschool  and  five 
primary  teachers  of  the  visually  impaired  for  review.  Survey 
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participants  were  chosen  primarily  because  they  worked  in  center- 
based  or  classroom  programs  with  young  braille  or  potential 
braille  readers.  The  survey  was  generally  open-ended  allowing 
participants  to  list  educational  objectives  and  activities  for 
which  they  felt  a  calendar  could  be  used  and  asking  them  to 
describe  both  the  calendar  they  were  presently  using  with  their 
students  and  the  calendar  they  wished  they  had  to  use  with  their 
students.  (See  Appendix  B.) 

Data  from  completed  questionnaires  were  collated  and 
analyzed.  Because  of  the  small  sample  size,  ideas  from  each 
respondent  were  given  full  consideration  rather  than  relying  only 
on  those  of  statistical  significance.  As  was  anticipated  results 
were  used  to  refine  the  design  of  the  calendar  for  field  testing 
and  to  suggest  educational  objectives  and  calendar  activities  for 
an  accompanying  brochure.  (See  Appendix  C  for  a  summary  of  the 
information  from  the  preliminary  questionnaires.) 

In  addition  to  this  information,  one  reviewer,  Anna  Swenson, 
a  teacher  from  Falls  Church,  Virginia,  sent  us  a  sample  of  an 
individual  calendar  made  from  graph  paper  which  could  be  put 
together  by  individuals  while  the  class  as  a  whole  worked  on  the 
larger  calendar.  This  seemed  like  an  excellent  idea  since, 
unlike  children  who  could  at  least  see  the  calendar,  blind 
children  might  have  no  contact  with  the  classroom  calendar  for 
days  at  a  time  while  waiting  for  their  next  turn  to  fix  the 
classroom  calendar.  The  individual  calendar  would  allow  visually 
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impaired  children  to  be  active  learners  everyday,  but  would  not 
be  a  substitute  for  the  classroom  calendar  which  would  allow  for 
the  use  of  full  spelling  rather  than  abbreviations  and  more 
sophisticated  tactual  and  visual  symbols  for  special  days. 

There  were  several  weaknesses  in  using  graph  paper  to  make 
individual  calendars  like  this.  The  size  of  the  squares  on  the 
raised-line  paper  did  not  allow  room  for  a  braille  number  sign 
nor  did  commercially  made  labels.  Such  labels  were  not  able  to 
hold  braille  very  well  so  the  braille  dots  soon  wore  down.  All 
grids  and  labels  had  to  be  made  individually  for  each  student 
each  month  by  hand.  Braille  calendars  could  not  be  shared  with 
large  print  readers  and  vice  versa. 

Since  an  individual  calendar  would  be  relatively  easy  and 
inexpensive  for  us  to  develop  and  produce  and  could  be  field 
tested  and  used  with  the  classroom  calendar,  the  scope  of  our 
project  was  broadened  to  include  both  calendars  from  this  time 
on.  Preparation  for  field  testing  began  again  in  earnest. 

Method 

Subjects 

Subjects  were  forty-seven  preschool  and  primary  level 
visually  impaired  children  representing  a  variety  of  visual 
conditions.  The  children  were  from  ten  different  classes.  At 
least  one  member  of  each  class  was  a  tactual  learner.  The 
students  ranged  in  age  from  3-12  years  with  a  mode  of  5  years,  a 
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median  of  6  years,  and  a  mean  of  6.97  years.  At  least  one 
student  in  each  class  was  identified  as  a  tactual  learner,  and  at 
least  twelve  students  had  other  known  handicapping  conditions. 
Materials 

Materials  developed  for  the  field  evaluation  were  as 
follows: 

Classroom  Calendars  (one  for  each  class)  consisting  of  (a)  a 
light  blue  ABS  grid,  22  1/2"  x  21",  with  raised  black  lines 
forming  spaces  for  the  month,  year,  days,  and  numbers,  (b)  bright 
yellow  vinyl  styrene  co-polymer  braille  and  black  print  labels 
for  the  months,  year,  and  days;  (c)  white  vinyl  styrene  co¬ 
polymer  with  braille  and  black  print  labels  for  the  numerals  1-31 
and  brightly  colored  and  embossed  holiday  and  weather  symbols; 
and  (d)  an  appropriate  amount  of  hook  and  loop  material  for 
attaching  labels  to  the  grid. 

Individual  Calendars  (one  for  each  child)  consisting  of  (a) 
a  set  of  paper  grids  in  assorted  colors,  11"  x  11  1/2",  with 
black  raised  lines  forming  spaces  for  the  month,  year,  days,  and 
numbers;  (b)  sheets  of  white  paper  with  braille  and  black  print 
labels  for  the  month,  year,  days,  and  numbers;  and  (c)  glue 
sticks  for  attaching  labels  to  the  grids. 

Leaflet  (one  for  each  class)  with  instructions  for  use  and 
assembly  of  both  calendars  with  room  for  additions.  (See 
Appendix  D  for  a  sample  of  the  leaflet.) 
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Evaluation  Form  (one  for  each  class)  asking  teachers  for 
information  about  children  with  whom  the  calendar  was  used,  how 
the  calendar  was  used,  how  they  would  rate  the  various  attributes 
of  the  materials,  and  describing  any  changes  they  would  like  to 
see  made.  (See  Appendix  E.) 

Procedure 

Materials  for  field  testing  were  sent  to  ten  teachers  of 
preschool  and  primary  visually  impaired  children  to  use  with 
their  students  for  at  least  one  month  during  a  three  month  period 
of  time  in  the  spring  of  1990.  Nine  of  the  ten  teachers 
participating  in  the  field  testing  had  been  surveyed  about 
calendars  earlier.  The  tenth  teacher  was  from  a  local,  noncenter 
based  program  for  visually  impaired  preschoolers.  This  teacher 
used  the  materials  with  a  mainstreamed  kindergartner .  After  the 
forms  had  been  completed,  they  were  returned  to  APH  for  analysis. 

Data  Analysis 

Data  from  the  evaluation  forms  was  collated  and  analyzed  in 
much  the  same  way  as  the  data  from  the  questionnaires  had  been. 
Once  again,  because  of  the  small  number  of  reviewers,  comments 
were  evaluated  on  their  own  merit  as  well  as  on  the  number  of 
responses  received.  Items  which  were  rated  V  (very  good) ,  S 
(satisfactory) ,  or  N  (needs  improvement)  were  examined  closely  to 
see  if  a  change  might  improve  the  product  regardless  of  the 
actual  ratings.  Generally,  the  teachers  seemed  quite  pleased 
with  the  calendars  as  they  had  been  designed  for  field  testing. 
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The  one  notable  exception  was  having  the  children  use  glue  sticks 
with  the  individual  calendars.  The  children  had  difficulty 
separating  the  numbers  and  gluing  them  down  and  the  whole  process 
was  too  time  consuming.  (See  Appendix  F  for  a  summary  of  the 
data  from  the  evaluation  forms.) 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  teacher  who  tried  using 
the  classroom  calendar  with  the  youngest  children,  2  and  4  years 
old,  felt  that  the  children  could  not  relate  to  braille 
activities  yet  and  did  not  use  the  individual  calendars  with  them 
at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  teachers  of  5-year-olds  liked  using 
the  classroom  calendar  with  their  children  and  felt  that  it  was 
"highly  motivational"  and  "enhanced  our  calendar  lesson."  This 
might  indicate  that  children  can  begin  around  age  4  to  use 
calendars,  starting  with  the  classroom  calendar. 

Teachers  of  older  children,  even  as  old  as  10,  11,  and  12 
years  old  found  that  children  really  did  not  understand  how  a 
calendar  is  arranged  and  used,  but  they  were  eager  to  work 
independently  with  the  individual  calendars  and  to  make  calendars 
they  could  keep  and  continue  to  use.  The  classroom  calendar 
could  be  used  for  class  work  and  explanations  and  the  individual 
calendar  could  be  used  for  follow-up  work.  While  work  was  going 
on  with  the  calendar  project,  a  deaf/blind  man  visiting  APH  from 
Australia  saw  the  individual  calendar  which  he  called  a  perpetual 
calendar  and  liked  the  idea  so  much  that  he  sat  down  with  a  glue 
stick  and  put  together  a  calendar  to  take  with  him.  Thus,  the 
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calendars  can  cover  a  broad  range  of  ages  and  levels,  not  just 
the  preschool  and  primary  children  for  whom  this  project  was 
originally  conceived. 

Preparation  for  Production 

Following  the  field  testing  of  the  calendars,  specifications 
were  prepared  for  production.  (See  Appendix  G.)  For  the 
classroom  calendar,  the  new  symbols  for  birthday  cake  and  clouds 
were  designed,  as  were  the  other  symbols,  to  make  them  as 
recognizable  and  distinguishable  both  tactually  and  visually  as 
possible.  For  example,  because  blind  children  would  probably  be 
more  familiar  with  the  shape  of  a  cupcake  than  with  the  shape  of 
a  piece  of  birthday  cake,  the  birthday  cake  symbol  for  the 
calendar  became  a  cupcake  with  a  candle  on  top.  No  further 
testing  of  the  new  symbols  was  felt  to  be  necessary. 

A  set  of  bold,  larger  print  abbreviation  labels  for  the  days 
of  the  week  was  also  included  with  the  classroom  calendar.  Not 
only  did  this  help  some  low  vision  children  who  had  difficulty 
seeing  the  labels  which  contained  full  spelling  for  the  days  of 
the  week,  but  it  also  allowed  for  learning  of  both  the  full 
spellings  and  the  conventional  abbreviations  for  the  days  of  the 
week  in  both  print  and  braille. 

Replacing  the  glue  stick  for  the  individual  calendar  proved 
to  be  a  much  more  challenging  task.  Crack  and  peel  labels  seemed 
like  the  ideal  solution,  but  efforts  to  find  crack  and  peel 
labels  which  could  be  brailled  on  satisfactorily  proved  futile. 
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A  number  of  other  adhesives  were  explored,  the  most  promising  of 
which  seemed  to  be  double-stick  mounting  sguares.  In  an  effort  to 
see  if  these  squares  would  be  suitable  for  use  by  young  blind 
children,  two  different  types  were  each  tried  with  a  class  of 
approximately  six  beginning  braille  readers  at  the  Kentucky 
School  for  the  Blind.  For  beginners,  teachers  might  need  to 
stick  tape  squares  on  the  grids  first  so  that  children  only  need 
to  peel  the  backing  off  on  the  other  side  and  place  the  correct 
label  on  it.  Dealing  with  both  sides  of  the  tape  seemed  to  be  a 
lot  for  some  children  to  contend  with.  Nevertheless,  the  double¬ 
stick  mounting  squares  seemed  to  be  a  workable  solution  and  will 
be  included  in  the  Individual  Calendar  Kits.  Directions  for 
using  the  calendars  were  modified  to  reflect  this  change  and  to 
suggest  alternative  methods  which  could  be  used  for  labeling  the 
calendars . 

One  other  question  came  up  which  needed  clarification  as  the 
directions  for  the  classroom  calendar  were  being  prepared  for 
production.  This  had  to  do  with  where  the  hook  and  loop  material 
should  be  placed  in  the  squares  on  the  grid  for  the  numbers  on 
the  classroom  calendar — in  the  upper  left  corner  behind  the 
braille  or  near  the  center.  Since  this  really  effected  the  ease 
or  efficiency  of  braille  reading,  twelve  adult  braille  readers, 
employees  of  APH,  were  asked  to  read  numbers  with  the  hook  and 
loop  material  placed  in  both  positions  and  then  to  state  their 
preference.  Of  these  braille  readers  six  preferred  the  material 
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in  the  upper  left  corner  and  six,  near  the  center.  Since  there 
was  no  significant  difference,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  choice 
up  to  the  person  constructing  the  calendar,  but  to  use  larger 
pieces  of  the  hook  and  loop  material  which  were  reasonably  priced 
and  would  add  stability  no  matter  which  placement  was  chosen. 
Appendix  H  shows  the  leaflets  to  be  included  in  the  calendar 
kits . 

Summary  and  Conclusions 

Calendars  can  be  useful  educational  tools  for  young 
children.  A  special  calendar  needed  to  be  developed  for  use  by 
young  visually  impaired  children.  The  classroom  calendar  and  the 
individual  calendar  designs  developed  and  field  tested  with  47 
visually  impaired  children  ages  3  through  12  were  appropriate  and 
quite  motivational  for  the  children  from  4  years  old  up.  Changes 
indicted  were  primarily  the  addition  of  a  birthday  cake  symbol 
and  a  cloud  symbol  and  labels  with  abbreviations  for  the  days  of 
the  week  for  the  classroom  calendar  and  the  replacement  of  the 
glue  sticks  with  double-stick  mounting  squares  for  the  individual 
calendar.  These  calendars  are  now  available  to  fill  this  need. 
Weaknesses  of  the  Study 

With  most  materials  development,  questions  arose  during  this 
project  for  which  research  did  not  provide  direct  answers. 

Because  of  the  cost  in  both  money  and  time  involved,  researching 
each  of  these  questions  is  probably  not  cost  effective.  Instead 
a  combination  of  what  is  known  and  common  sense  were  used  to 
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develop  what  were  assumed  to  be  tactually  and  visually 
discriminable  products  which  were,  used  satisfactorily  with  a 
sample  of  the  population  for  whom  they  were  designed.  This 
project  even  established  informally,  the  age  for  beginning  use  of 
the  calendar  with  children  at  4  years  and  a  sequence  of  use 
beginning  with  the  classroom  calendar  before  introducing  the 
individual  calendars.  No  further  research  on  either  the 
development  of  this  product  or  its  use  seems  necessary  at  this 
time . 

Need  for  Further  Research 

Further  research  might,  however,  be  considered  concerning 
how  blind  individuals  can  best  make  applications  of  the  calendar 
concepts  they  have  learned  to  organize  their  own  lives  in  some 
practical  way.  Certainly  technology  can  play  a  role  in  this,  but 
calendars  provided  in  this  way,  although  efficient,  may  lack 
portability  and  accessibility.  To  solve  these  problems,  Fred 
Gissoni  has  devised  several  condensed  braille  calendars  which  can 
be  used  with  some  simple  mental  arithmetic  to  calculate  a 
particular  date  and  a  small  braille  card  calendar  which  can  be 
used  in  a  practical  way  to  record  appointments  in  braille  with  a 
slate  and  stylus  in  much  the  same  way  that  a  sighted  person  can 
write  in  an  appointment  book  or  on  a  calendar  in  print.  To  be 
practical,  perhaps  educational  materials  should  be  developed  to 
expose  blind  individuals  to  such  ideas  related  to  calendar  use 
which  go  beyond  those  formally  taught  to  the  sighted  population. 
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Appendix  A 
Planning  Document 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  project  is  to  develop  a  classroom 
calendar  to  be  used  by  both  tactual  and  visual  learners  from  four 
years  of  age  up. 

Subjects 

The  subjects  will  be  members  of  six  classes  for  the  visually 
handicapped  representing  a  variety  of  visual  conditions  and  age 
groups.  Their  teachers  will  be  the  reviewers. 

Materials 

Materials  needed  for  the  review  will  be  six  calendars,  six 
brief  suggestions-f or-use  write-ups,  and  six  evaluation  forms. 

The  calendar  will  include  manipulative  braille  and  large  print 
numerals  and  tactile  and  print  symbols  for  holidays,  special 
events,  and  weather.  The  suggestions-f or-use  write-ups  will 
include  objectives  that  can  be  accomplished  through  use  of  the 
calendar  and  suggestions  for  using  the  various  symbols  and  for 
adding  additional  symbols. 

Procedure 

Materials  will  be  sent  to  six  teachers  in  programs  for  the 
visually  handicapped  and  used  with  the  subjects  for  at  least  one 
month.  Teachers  will  then  complete  the  evaluation  forms  and 
return  them  to  APH  for  analysis. 
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Data  Analysis 

Data  from  the  evaluation  forms  will  be  analyzed  to  determine 
any  changes  that  need  to  be  made  in  the  final  product.  Because 
of  the  small  number  of  reviewers,  all  suggestions  will  be 
considered,  not  just  those  agreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the 
reviewers . 

Other  Relevant  Aspects 

Although  this  item  may  be  used  by  preschoolers  as  originally 
conceived,  it  seems  to  be  useful  over  a  broader  range  of  ages  and 
grade  levels  and,  therefore,  is  now  being  thought  of  as  a 
separate  item  rather  than  as  a  component  of  the  Preschool 
Learning  Activities  Project  directed  by  Sheri  Moore  and  Hilda 


Caton . 
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Appendix  B 


American  Printing  House  For  The  Blind  Incorporated 


Questionnaire  on 
Classroom  Calendar  Project 


A  calendar  particularly  for  use  by  preschool  and  primary  level 
blind  and  partially  sighted  children  is  being  developed  at  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  Ideas  for  this  calendar  have 
included  something  similar  to  the  perennial  classroom  calendar  with 
interchangeable  dates  or  a  calendar  which  could  be  assembled  on  a 
grid  in  a  Work/Play  Tray.  This  calendar  would  include  both  print  and 
braille  numbers. 

Please  help  us  with  our  plans  by  answering  the  following 
questions : 


General  Information 


1.  Teacher  _ 

2.  School/Agency 
Address 


Phone  _ 

3.  Do  you'  teach  primarily 

_ a.  in  a  center  based-program 

_ b .  in  a  classroom 

_ c .  in  a  home 

_ d.  other 

4.  Reading  media  or  potential  reading  media  of  children  you  teach 


a.  large  print 

c.  braille 

b.  regular  print 

d.  other 
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Calendar  Use 


1.  At  what  developmental  level  or  age  do  you  think  calendar  use 
should  be  introduced?  _ 


2.  List  educational  objectives  which  could  be  achieved  with  the  aid 
of  a  calendar.  Number  the  objectives  to  indicate  the  sequence  in 
which  they  would  be  learned  beginning  with  #1. 


3.  Describe  the  activities  you  do  with  a  calendar  or  would  like  to 
do  if  a  suitable  calendar  were  available. 
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3 

4.  Would  you  be  most  apt  to  use  a  calendar  with  your  students 

_ a.  for  individual  instruction 

_ b .  for  group  instruction 

_ c.  for  both 

5.  Do  you  use  a  calendar  with  your  students  now?  yes  _  no 

If  not,  explain  why.  _ 


Calendar  Design 


1.  If  you  are  using  a  calendar  with  your  students  now,  describe  it 
including,  if  possible,  its  producer  and  any  adaptations  that  you 
have  made . 


a.  Good  features  of  this  calendar  are 


b.  Features  this  calendar  needs  improved  are 


c.  Does  this  calendar  meet  your  students'  needs? 
yes  no  Explain. 
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2.  Describe  an  ideal  calendar  for  use  with  your  students. 


3.  Would  you  prefer  to  have  a  calendar  that 
_ a.  hangs  on  the  wall 

_ b.  stands  on  the  chalk  rail  of  a  blackboard 

_ c.  lies  flat  on  a  table  or  a  desk 

4.  A  typical  classroom  calendar  is  20  x  21  inches  in  size.  Do  you 
feel  a  calendar  for  visually  handicapped  children  should  be 

_ a.  about  the  same  size 

_ b.  larger 

_ c.  smaller 

Why?  _ 


5.  If  the  calendar  was  to  lie  flat  on  a  table  or  a  desk,  would  you 
prefer  it  to  fit  in  a  13  1/2  x  21  1/2  inches  work-play  tray? 

_  yes  _  no 

6.  In  addition  to  the  essential  labels  for  years,  months,  and  days, 
classroom  calendars  commonly  contain  symbols  for  such  things  as 
holidays,  weather,  phases  of  the  moon,  etc.  Please  list  the 
holidays  or  events  for  which  tactile/visual  symbols  should  be 
provided  and  suggest  symbols  for  each. 
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7.  Should  tactile/visual  symbols 

_ a.  be  provided  by  APH  as  simple  raised-line  drawings 

_ b.  be  provided  by  the  teacher  from  suggestions  provided  by 

APH  (e.g.,  a  birthday  candle  for  a  birthday) 

_ c.  be  provided  by  APH  as  a  limited  number  of  raised-line 

drawings  to  be  supplemented  by  the  teacher  from  suggestions 

Why  do  you  feel  as  you  do?  _ 


8.  If  used,  should  tactile/visual  symbols  for  holidays  or  other 
events  be  located 

_ a.  in  the  same  space  as  the  numbers  on  the  calendar  each  day 

_ b.  instead  of  the  numbers  on  the  calendar  on  special  days 

_ c.  under  or  beside  the  calendar  grid  rather  than  on  the 

actual  day 


Other  ideas  and  suggestions: 


Classroom  Calendars 


26 


Appendix  C 

of  Information  from  Classroom  Calendar  Questionnaires 


(See  below.) 

(See  below. ) 


Summary 

General  Information 

1.  Teacher  participants 

2 .  Addresses  and  phone  numbers 

#1.  Suzi  MacDonald 

AZ  State  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  the  Blind 
c/o  Foundation  for  Blind 
Children 

12644  North  50th  Dr. 
Glendale,  AZ  85304 
(602)  279-3315 

2.  Ela  Shacklett 

Children's  Center  for  the 
Visually  Impaired 
400  W.  57th  St. 

Kansas  City,  MO  64113 
(816)  333-3166 

#3.  Elizabeth  Nolan  O'Donnell 
St.  Lucy  Day  School 
929  S.  Farragut  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19143 
(215-382-6325 


#4.  Jill  Patton 

Lawton  School 
1570  31st  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94122 
(415)  564-5500 
#5.  Anna  Swenson 

Pine  Spring  Elementary 
School 

Fairfax  County  Public 
Schools 

7607  Willow  Lane 
Falls  Church,  VA  22042 
(703)  560-5263  (work) 
(703)  931-8024  (home) 

#6.  Patty  Dilg 

KY  School  for  the  Blind 
1867  Frankfort  Ave. 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
(502)  897-1583 
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#7.  Hedy  Jacobson 
Mann  School 
19625  Elmira 
Detroit,  MI  48228 
(313)  270-0060 
#8.  Deanna  Scoggins 

KY  School  for  the  Blind 
1867  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
(502)  897-1583 

Numbers  shown  will  be  used  to  identify  participants' 
responses  in  the  remainder  of  the  questionnaire  summary.  For 
example,  responses  attributed  to  Suzi  McDonald  will  be  labeled 
#1. 

3.  You  teach  primarily 

3  a .  in  a  center-based  program  (#1,  #2,  #9) 

6  b .  in  a  classroom  (#3,  #4,  #5,  #6,  #7,  #8) 

0  c .  in  a  home 

0  d.  other  _ 

4.  Reading  media  or  potential  reading  media  of  children  you 
teach  is 

8  a .  large  print  (All  except  #8)  9  c.  braille  (All) 

2  b.  regular  print  (#2  and  #3  only)  0  d.  other  _ 


#9.  Eileen  Burke/ 

Carol  Danielson 
Dallas  Services  for 
Visually  Impaired 
Children 
3802  Cole 
Dallas,  TX  75204 
(214)  526-8901 
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Calendar  Use 

1.  At  what  developmental  level  or  age  do  you  think  calendar  use 
should  be  introduced? 

If  "preschool"  and  "younger  than  5  1/2"  are  both  interpreted 
as  age  4,  the  earliest  age  given  by  each  participant  would 
be  as  follows: 

2  Age  3  (#4,  #9) 

5  Age  4  (#2,  #3,  #5,  #6,  #7) 

2  Age  5  (#1,  #8) 

2.  List  educational  objectives  which  could  be  achieved  with  the 
aid  of  a  calendar.  Number  the  objectives  to  indicate  the 
sequence  in  which  they  would  be  learned  beginning  with  1. 

As  one  of  the  teachers  (#5)  commented,  "Many  of  the 
skills  and  concepts  .  .  .  develop  simultaneously  if  a 

calendar  is  used  on  a  daily  basis.  It  is  difficult  to 
number  them  in  a  direct  sequence."  An  example  of  this 
is  shown  by  the  eight  different  items  all  ranked  number 
one  (*)  by  at  least  one  of  the  participants.  Each  * 
represents  one  participant  indicating  the  objective 
listed  as  first. 

Because  the  objectives  listed  differed  so  much  in  their 
statement,  sometimes  an  objective  as  stated  by  one 
teacher  would  make  two  objectives  as  worded  by  another. 
This  accounts  for  eleven  objectives  being  ranked  number 
one  by  nine  teachers. 
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The  objectives  were  also  very  diverse  in  their  content 
so  for  easier  comparison  and  sequencing  and  with  the 
comment  on  sequencing  already  given  in  mind,  the 
objectives  were  subdivided  into  categories  as  follows: 

Calendar  Objectives  Requiring  a  Calendar 

2  **To  become  familiar  with  the  calendar  as  a  tool  for 

measuring  time  (#6,  #8) 

3  To  learn  how  many  days  are  in  a  week,  a  month,  and  a 
year  (#4,  #7,  #9) 

1  To  learn  how  may  weeks  are  in  a  month  (#9) 

3  To  learn  how  many  months  are  in  a  year  (#4,  #7,  #9) 

1  To  locate  month,  days,  and  numbers  on  a  calendar  (#5) 

1  To  use  the  calendar  to  answer  questions  such  as 

How  many  Wednesdays  are  in  this  month?  and 
What  day  of  the  week  is  the  10th?  (#5) 

1  To  use  the  calendar  to  predict  coming  events  (#3) 

Objectives  Which  Could  Be  Reinforced  Using  a  Calendar 
Reading  Readiness  Objectives 
3  To  identify  rows  (#1,  #5,  #9) 

3  To  track  from  left  to  right  (#1,  #5,  #9) 

1  To  move  from  top  to  bottom  (#9) 

2  To  track  left  to  right  and  back  and  drop  down  to  find 

the  next  row  (#1,  #5) 

1  To  relate  print  or  braille  on  a  calendar  to  numbers  and 

words  (#5) 
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1  To  associate  beginning  sounds  with  letters  (#2) 

2  To  recognize  words  and  letters  (#2,  #3) 

General  Math  Objectives 

1  To  develop  one-to-one  correspondence  (#1) 

9  **To  count  from  one  to  thirty-one  (All) 

4  *To  recognize  the  numerals  1-31  (#6,  #7,  #8,  #9) 

5  To  sequence  numbers  (#3,  #4,  #5,  #6,  #9) 

2  *To  use  ordinal  numbers  1st  to  31st  (#1,  #5) 

2  *To  develop  an  awareness  of  time  (#3,  #6) 

Social  Studies  Objectives 

6  To  build  an  awareness  of  coming  holidays,  birthdays, 
and  other  special  events  (#2,  #4,  #5,  #6,  #7,  #8) 

2  To  develop  an  awareness  of  current  events  (#4,  #7) 
Science  Objectives 

4  To  record  weather  observations  (#2,  #5,  #6,  #9) 

3  *To  learn  about  the  seasons  and  their  characteristics 

(#6,  #7,  #9) 

Language  Objectives 

5  **To  name  the  days  of  the  week  (#1,  #2,  #4,  #6,  #9) 

3  To  name  the  days  of  the  week  in  order  (#1,  #6,  #9) 

7  *To  identify  months  of  the  year  (#1,  #2,  #4,  #5,  #6, 

#7,  #9) 

1  To  state  the  date  in  a  complete  sentence  (#6) 

1  To  describe  a  day  and  things  associated  with  it  in 

sentences  (#2) 
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To  identify  weekdays  versus  weekend  days  (#1) 

To  use  the  terms  yesterday,  today,  and  tomorrow 
appropriately  (#2) 

To  listen  as  others  share  their  descriptions  (#4) 

To  state  what  the  calendar  tells  (#6) 

Describe  the  activities  you  do  with  a  calendar  or  would  like 
to  do  if  a  suitable  calendar  were  available. 

4  Children  put  the  date  on  the  calendar,  guided  in 

tracking  and  identification  as  appropriate.  (#1,  #4, 
#7,  #9) 

4  Children  put  symbols  for  holidays,  birthdays,  and 
vacations  on  the  calendar  and  discuss  the  coming 
events.  (#2,  #5,  #7,  #9) 

3  Children  repeat  after  the  teacher  in  unison  and  then 
individually,  "Today  is  Monday,  October  30,  1989." 

(#1,  #3,  #7) 

3  Children  are  asked  to  recite  the  days  of  the  week  by 
rote.  (#2,  #3,  #6) 

3  Children  discuss  outdoor  activities  and  appropriate 
dress  for  the  season.  (#2,  #6,  #9) 

2  Children  are  asked  to  name  yesterday  and  tomorrow. 

(#3,  #2) 

2  Children  describe  the  weather  each  day.  (#4,  #6) 

2  Children  discuss  news  heard  on  the  radio  or  TV  each 


day.  (#4,  #7) 
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Children  find  the  beginning  letter  of  the  day  and  talk 
about  other  words  that  begin  with  the  same  sound.  (#2, 
#5) 

Children  count  the  days  on  the  calendar  and  add  today's 
number.  (#2,  #5) 

Children  answer  guestions  like  "What  month  starts  with 
"O"  and  is  cold?"  (#2) 

Children  describe  the  date  in  a  complete  sentence. 

(#4) 

Children  discuss  any  upcoming  events.  (#4) 

Children  locate  and  spell  the  name  of  the  month.  (#5) 
Children  answer  more  complex  questions  requiring  use  of 
the  calendar.  (#5) 

Children  make  a  chain  to  represent  the  number  of  days 
until  the  next  vacation  and  count  the  links  and  remove 
one  until  the  big  day  arrives.  (#6) 

Children  receive  recognition  for  good  behavior  or 
outstanding  achievement  by  having  their  names  posted  on 
the  calendar  as  student  of  the  day,  week,  or  month. 

(#9) 

Children  identify  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  month, 
etc.  (#2) 

Children  sequence  numbers  for  the  week.  (#2) 

Children  use  ordinal  numbers  correctly.  For  example, 
if  yesterday  was  the  first,  what  is  today?  (#2) 
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1  Children  use  the  calendar  to  help  plan  activities. 

(#8) 

4.  Would  you  be  most  apt  to  use  a  calendar  with  your  students? 

1  a.  for  individual  instruction  (#5) 

2  b.  for  group  instruction  (#2,  #4) 

6  c.  for  both  (#1,  #3,  #6,  #7,  #8,  #9) 

5.  Do  you  use  a  calendar  with  your  students  now? 

8  yes  (All  but  #4) 

1  no  If  not,  explain  why.  Cannot  find  a  satisfactory 
braille  one  (#4) 

Calendar  Design 

1.  If  you  are  using  a  calendar  with  your  students  now,  describe 
it  including,  if  possible,  its  producer  and  any  adaptations 
that  you  have  made. 

4  adapted  classroom  calendar  (#1,  #3,  #6,  #9) 

1  adapted  Constructive  Playthings  calendar  (#2) 

1  homemade  calendar  from  pegboard  with  braille  and  print 
labels  for  days  and  hooks  for  months  and  date  numbers 
(#7) 

1  APH  calendar  for  4th  and  5th  graders  (#4) 

1  American  Brotherhood  Calendar  (#8) 

1  individual  homemade  calendars  from  raised-line  graph 


paper  and  braille  stickers  (#5) 


Classroom  Calendars 


34 


Good  features  of  this  calendar  are 
4  Children  can  manipulate  and  inspect  dates.  (#1,  #2, 
#6,  #7) 

2  It  is  flexible  (#3,  #6) 

2  It  is  consumable  and  can  be  sent  home  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  (#2,  #5) 

1  It  is  perpetual.  (#7) 

1  It  contains  both  braille  and  print.  (#1) 

1  Daily  blocks  are  large  enough  for  Scratch  and  Sniff 
Stickers.  (#2) 

1  There  is  space  to  add  monthly,  seasonal  pictures. 

(#2) 

1  It  comes  in  different  colors.  (#2) 

1  It  hangs  up.  (#4) 

1  It  is  individualized.  (#5) 

1  It  allows  for  group  interaction.  (#6) 

1  It  is  reusable.  (#9) 

1  It  is  small  for  older  kids.  (#4) 

1  It  is  a  good  size  (approximately  28"  x  23") .  (#7) 

1  It  is  portable.  (#8) 

1  It  includes  the  holidays.  (#8) 

Features  this  calendar  needs  improved  are 

2  It  needs  braille  and  other  tactual  markings.  (#2, 
#9) 

1  Braille  dots  lack  durability.  (#1) 
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1  It  needs  large  print.  (#4) 

1  It  must  be  remade  each  month.  (#5) 

1  Braille  stickers  are  not  large  enough  for  a  number 
sign.  (#5) 

1  It  needs  larger  daily  spaces.  (#3) 

1  It  needs  room  to  write  out  days  of  the  week.  (#5) 

1  It  does  not  allow  for  additions.  (#8) 

1  It  is  too  large.  (#6) 

1  It  needs  reusable  symbols  for  special  events.  (#3) 

1  It  needs  weather  component.  (#9) 

1  It  is  not  free-standing.  (#9) 

c.  Does  this  calendar  meet  your  students'  needs?  Explain. 

3  yes  (#1,  #6,  #7) 

4  yes  but  braille  has  to  be  added  (#2) ,  it  could  be 
improved  (#3,  #5,  #9) 

2  no  It  is  not  for  older  kids  and  it  needs  large  print 
(#4),  it  can  only  be  used  for  reading,  not  planning. 
(#8) 

2.  Describe  an  ideal  calendar  for  use  with  your  students. 
Characteristics  would  be 

7  braille  and  print  numbers,  etc.  (#1,  #2,  #3,  #4,  #7,  #8, 
#9) 

7  removable  dates,  etc.  (#1,  #2,  #4,  #6,  #7,  #8,  #9) 


5  good  adherence — magnetic,  hooks,  pockets,  pegs  (#2,  #3, 
#4,  #5,  #7) 
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4  space  for  daily  or  monthly  pictures  and  written  notes 
(#2,  #3,  #8,  #9) 

3  well-defined  grid  (#1,  #3,  #9) 

2  good  contrast  (#1,  #3) 

2  weather  "slot"  or  space  (#2,  #9) 

1  durable  (#3) 

1  washable  surface  (#1) 

1  interesting  easily-identif iable  pictures  (#3) 

1  tear-off  sheet  to  take  home  (#5) 

1  a  consumable,  raised-line  blank  calendar  grid  for 
individual  student  use  (#7) 

3.  You  would  prefer  to  have  a  calendar  that 

9  a.  hangs  on  the  wall.  (All) 

1  b.  stands  on  the  chalk  rail  of  a  blackboard.  (#1) 

2  c.  lies  flat  on  a  table  or  a  desk.  (#5,  #6) 

1  d.  has  easel  back  to  stand  on  a  desk  or  table.  (#7) 

4.  A  typical  classroom  calendar  is  20  x  21  inches  in  size.  You 
feel  a  calendar  for  visually  handicapped  children  should  be 

3  a.  about  the  same  size — 3"  sguares  (#1) ,  good  for  low 

vision  (#6,  #7) ,  easy  to  manipulate  pieces  and 
anything  larger  would  be  cumbersome  (#7) 

5  b.  larger  (#2,  #3) — at  least  24"  x  24"  (#4),  28"  x  23" 

(#9) ,  to  accommodate  braille  (#8) 

2  c.  smaller — 8  1/2"  x  11"  (#5) ,  good  for  individual  use 

(#6) 
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5.  If  the  calendar  was  to  lie  flat  on  a  table  or  a  desk,  you 
would  prefer  it  to  fit  in  a  13  1/2  x  21  1/2  inches  work-play 
tray? 

5  yes  (#2,  #3,  #6,  #7,  #8) 

3  no  (#4,  #9) — should  not  lie  flat  (#1) 

1  no  preference  (#5) 

6.  In  addition  to  the  essential  labels  for  years,  months,  and 
days,  classroom  calendars  commonly  contain  symbols  for  such 
things  as  holidays,  weather,  phases  of  the  moon,  etc.  Please 
list  the  holidays  or  events  for  which  tactile/visual 
symbols  should  be  provided  and  suggest  symbols  for  each. 

6  Birthdays  -  birthday  candle  (#1),  cake  (#3,  #6,  #9),  cake 
with  candle  (#7) ,  star  (#5) 

6  Valentine's  Day  -  heart  (#2,  #3,  #4,  #6,  #9) 

6  Easter-bunny  (#3,  #4,  #6,  #8,  #9),  egg  (#2,  #3) 

6  Halloween  -  pumpkin  or  Jack-O-Lantern  (#2,  #3,  #4,  #6, 

#8,  #9) 

6  Christmas  -  tree  (#2,  #3,  #4,  #6,  #9),  Santa  (#3),  wreath 

(#2) 

_5_  Thanksgiving  -  turkey  (#2,  #3,  #6,  #9),  Pilgrim  (#6) 

_4_  Fourth  of  July  -  flag  (#2,  #3,  #9),  hat  (#9)  firecracker 
(#9) 

3  St.  Patrick's  Day  -  shamrock  (#2,  #3,  #6) 

_3_  President's  Day  -  flag  (#3),  profiles  (#2,  #6) 

Hanukkah  -  menorah  (#2),  6-pointed  star  (#3),  candle  (#9) 
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3  Labor  Day  -  flag  (#8,  #9),  person  working  (#6) 

2  Martin  Luther  King  Day  -  profile  (#2,  #6) 

1  Flag  Day  -  flag  (#2) 

1  May  Day  -  basket  of  flowers  (#2) 

1  Columbus  Day  -  ship  (#2) 

1  1st  Day  of  Winter  -  snowman  (#6) 

1  1st  Day  of  Fall  -  leaf  (#6) 

1  1st  Day  of  Spring  -  flower  or  kite  (#6) 

1  Arbor  Day  -  tree  (#6) 

1  New  Year's  Day  -  snowman  (#9) 

1  National  Holidays  -  flag  or  silhouette  of  honored  person 
(#7) 

1  Holidays  -  Scratch  and  Sniff  Stickers  (#5) 

1  School  Vacations  -  tape  (#5) 

1  Field  trip  -  happy  face  (#3) 

1  Passover  (#6) 

1  Mother's  Day  (#6) 

1  Father's  Day  (#6) 

1  1st  Day  of  Summer  (#6) 

1  Memorial  Day  (#8) 

1  Daily  weather  report  with  manipulative  symbols  hung  on  a 
separate  board;  sunny  day  -  yellow  felt  circle;  rainy  day 

-  shiny  silk  umbrella  with  pipe  cleaner  handle;  windy  day 

-  wind  sock;  cloudy  day  -  cotton  cloud;  snowy  day  - 
styrofoam  flakes;  and  tagboard  weather  people  with 
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appropriate  clothes — shorts,  raincoat,  coat,  jacket, 
bathing  suit,  dress  (#1) 

Tactile/visual  symbols  should 
3  a.  be  provided  by  APH  as  simple  raised-line  drawings: 

(#2) ,  time  saving  (#3) ,  colored  (#4) 

1  b.  be  provided  by  the  teacher  from  suggestions  provided 
by  APH  (e.g.,  a  birthday  candle  for  a  birthday): 

I've  always  liked  using  more  realistic  and  concrete 
objects  when  possible — example,  those  that  would 
appeal  to  sighted  children  as  well  since 
mainstreaming  is  usually  appropriate.  Raised-line 
drawings  would  be  more  appropriate  for  1st  graders 
with  better  concepts  for  symbol  representation.  (#1) 
5  c.  be  provided  by  APH  as  a  limited  number  of  raised-line 
drawings  to  be  supplemented  by  the  teacher  from 
suggestions:  (#8) 

The  children  have  enjoyed  choosing  their  own 
symbols  for  their  calendars.  A  limited 
number  of  raised  line  drawings  might  be 
helpful,  but  are  certainly  not  necessary. 

(#5) 

APH  should  produce  for  commonly  recognized 
holidays.  Teachers  can  supplement  for  local 
special  days.  Quality  of  APH  materials  can't 
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be  equalled  by  teacher  produced  material. 

(#6) 

Many  are  basic.  Each  class  has  specific 
needs,  so  not  all  symbols  would  be  wanted  by 
all  teachers.  (#7) 

This  allows  a  creative  teacher  to  use  her 
creativity  if  she  wishes,  however,  if  you 
don't  have  time  to  be  creative  there  are 
useful  materials  included.  (#9) 

8.  If  used,  tactile/visual  symbols  for  holidays  or  other  events 
should  be  located 

7  a.  in  the  same  space  as  the  numbers  on  the  calendar  each 
day  (#1,  #2,  #3,  #6,  #7,  #8),  can  be  placed  on  top  of 
number  or  put  number  on  symbol  (#9) 

2  b.  instead  of  the  numbers  on  the  calendar  on  special 
days  (#4,  #5) 

0  c.  under  or  beside  the  calendar  grid  rather  than  on  the 
actual  day 

Other  ideas  and  suggestions: 

Although  I  have  been  quite  happy  with  the  calendar  I  am  now 
using,  I  was  very  surprised  that  several  of  my  students  did 
not  recognize  the  calendar  in  the  Key  Math  test  during  recent 
assessments.  It  used  different  abbreviations  than  the 
calendars  they  were  used  to  and  was  much  larger.  I  think  it 
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is  important  that  children  be  exposed  to  more  than  one  type 
of  calendar,  if  possible.  (#5) 

Recommendations : 

A.  Since  the  majority  of  teachers  seem  to  want  a  calendar 
similar  to  the  prototype  Tom  Poppe  has  already  made,  we 
should  forge  ahead  incorporating  as  many  of  the  teachers' 
suggestions  as  possible. 

B.  I  would  also  like  to  explore  the  possibility  of  making 
calendar  grids  with  braille/print  stickers  for  individual 
children  to  put  on  each  day  as  suggested  by  two  of  the 
teachers.  It  seems  like  this  kind  of  calendar  would  be 
relatively  easy  and  inexpensive  to  produce  and  could  be 
used  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  the  larger  one  to  make 
it  more  meaningful. 

C.  I  think  we  should  also  consider  the  possibility  of 
binding  our  present  APH  calendar  at  the  top  rather  than 
on  the  left  side  and  punching  a  hole  in  it  so  that  it  can 
be  hung  like  an  ordinary  print  calendar.  This  would  not 
add  much  to  the  cost  and  would  make  the  calendar  more 


versatile . 
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Printing  House 
For  The  Blind 
Incorporated 


Educational  Objectives 
Calendar  Objectives  Requiring  a  Calendar 

•  To  become  familiar  with  the  calendar  as  a  tool  for  measuring  time 

•  To  learn  how  many  days  are  in  a  week,  a  month,  and  a  year 

•  To  learn  how  many  weeks  are  in  a  month 

•  To  learn  how  many  months  are  in  a  year 

•  To  locate  month,  days,  and  numbers  on  a  calendar 

•  To  use  the  calendar  to  answer  questions  such  as: 

How  many  Wednesdays  are  in  this  month? 

What  day  of  the  week  is  the  10th? 

•  To  use  the  calendar  to  predict  coming  events. 


Objectives  Which  Could  Be  Reinforced  Using  a  Calendar 


Reading  Readiness  Objectives 

•  To  identify  rows 

•  To  track  from  left  to  right 

•  To  move  from  top  to  bottom 

•  To  track  left  to  right  and  back  and 

drop  down  to  find  the  next  row 

•  To  relate  print  or  braille  on  a  calendar 

to  numbers  and  words 

•  To  associate  beginning  sounds  with  letters 

•  To  recognize  words  and  letters 

Language  Objectives 

•  To  name  the  days  of  the  week 

•  To  name  the  days  of  the  week  in  order 

•  To  identify  months  of  the  year 

•  To  state  the  date  in  a  complete  sentence 

•  To  describe  a  day  and  things  associated  with 

it  in  sentences 

•  To  identify  weekdays  versus  weekend  days 

•  To  use  the  terms  yesterday,  today,  and 

tomorrow 

•  To  listen  as  others  share  their  descriptions 

•  To  state  what  the  calendar  tells 


Social  Studies  Objectives 

•  To  build  an  awareness  of  coming  holidays, 

birthdays,  and  other  special  events 

•  To  develop  an  awareness  of  current  events 

Science  Objectives 

•  To  record  weather  observations 

•  To  learn  about  the  seasons  and  their  charac 

teristics 

General  Math  Objectives 

•  To  develop  one-to-one  correspondence 

•  To  count  from  one  to  thirty-one 

•  To  recognize  the  numerals  1-31 

•  To  sequence  numbers 

•  To  use  ordinal  numbers  1st  to  31st 

•  To  develop  an  awareness  of  time 

Additional  Objectives  to  Include: 
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Activity  Suggestions 


Children  could .  .  . 

•  put  the  date  on  the  calendar,  guided  in  tracking  and  identification  as  appro¬ 

priate.  (Very  young  children  who  find  this  difficult  might  prepare 
for  it  by  building  a  calendar  one  week  at  a  time  using  strips  cut  from  the 
Individual  Calendar.) 

•  put  symbols  for  holidays,  birthdays,  and  vacations  on  the  calendar  and 

discuss  coming  events. 

•  repeat  after  the  teacher  in  unison  and  then  individually,  "Today  is 

Monday,  October  29,  1990." 

•  recite  the  days  of  the  week. 

•  discuss  outdoor  activities  and  appropriate  dress  for  the  season. 

•  name  yesterday  and  tomorrow  as  well  as  today. 

•  describe  the  weather  each  day. 

•  discuss  news  heard  on  the  radio  or  TV  each  day. 

•  find  the  beginning  letter  of  the  day  and  talk  about  other  words  that 

begin  with  the  same  sound. 

•  count  the  days  on  the  calendar  and  add  today's  number. 

•  describe  the  date  in  a  complete  sentence. 

•  discuss  regularly  scheduled  activities  and  upcoming  events. 

•  locate  and  spell  the  name  of  the  month. 

•  answer  more  complex  questions  requiring  use  of  the  calendar. 

•  make  a  chain  to  represent  the  number  of  days  until  the  next  vacation, 

count  the  links,  and  remove  one  each  day  until  the  big  day  arrives. 

•  receive  recognition  for  good  behavior  or  outstanding  achievement  by 

having  their  names  posted  on  the  calendar  as  student  of  the  day,  week,  or 
month. 

•  identify  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  month,  etc. 

•  sequence  numbers  for  the  week. 

•  use  ordinal  numbers  correctly.  For  example,  if  yesterday  was  the 

first,  what  is  today? 

•  use  the  calendar  to  help  plan  activities. 

•  match  the  numbers  on  the  Individual  Calendar  with  the  numbers  on  the 
Classroom  Calendar  and  the  letters  for  the  days  with  the  names  of  the  days. 

•  Additional  Activity  Suggestions 
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Preparation  of  Classroom  Calendar 

To  prepare  the  classroom  calendar  for  use,  put  Velcro  on  the  parts.  Begin  with  the  blue  grid 
which  has  a  hole  for  hanging  at  the  top.  Peel  the  white  backing  off  the  Velcro  pieces  one  at  a  time 
and  stick  three  pieces  across  the  center  top  of  the  large  space  for  the  month,  two  across  the  space  for 
the  year,  and  one  near  the  center  of  each  of  the  other  spaces. 

Now  follow  a  similar  procedure  to  put  the  pieces  with  the  yellow  backing  on  the  back  of  the 
corresponding  yellow  months,  years,  and  days  and  the  white  numbers  and  symbols.  If  the  Velcro 
has  been  properly  aligned,  these  pieces  should  stick  to  the  grid  when  they  are  turned  over  and  placed 
on  it  You  will  note  that  the  top  right  comer  has  been  cut  off  of  most  calendar  pieces  for  easy  orien¬ 
tation. 

By  putting  the  labels,  numbers,  and  symbols  in  different  places  on  the  grid,  the  Classroom  Cal¬ 
endar  can  be  used  again  and  again  to  show  any  month  of  the  year.  After  putting  on  the  month,  year, 
and  names  of  the  days  of  the  week,  young  children  may  add  a  new  number  each  day  to  complete  the 
month.  Older  children  may  put  all  the  numbers  on  the  calendar  at  the  the  beginning  of  the  month 
and  then  use  the  calendar  as  a  reference  throughout  the  month. 


Symbols  for  the  Classroom  Calendar 


Symbols  may  be  used  to  point  out  special  days  and  add  interest  to  the  Classroom  Calendar. 
Symbols  may  be  substituted  for  numbers  whenever  it  seems  appropriate.  Here  are  the  basic  calendar 
symbols  which  have  been  included: 


Symbol 

cross 


Easter  egg 
flag 


happy  face 


heart 

jack-o- lantern 
kite 


Possible  Use _ 

Good  Friday  and  other 
Christian  holidays  or 
church  activities 
Easter 

Flag  Day  or  American 
national  or  patriotic 
holiday 

birthday,  field  trip, 
special  event,  or 
happy  day 
Valentine's  Day 
Halloween 
windy  day 


/ 

-/ 


/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

; 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 
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Symbol 

maple  leaf 

pine  tree 

shamrock 

snowman 

Star  of  David 
sun 

tulip 

turkey 

umbrella 


Possible  Use _ 

1st  day  of  fall  or 
Canadian  holidays 
Christmas  or  Arbor  Day 
St.  Patrick's  Day 
snowy  day,  cold  day,  or 
1st  day  of  winter 
Jewish  holidays 
sunny  day,  hot  day,  1st 
day  of  summer 
1  st  day  of  spring 
Thanksgiving  Day 
rainy  day 


Although  this  basic  set  of  high  contrast,  tactually  discriminable  symbols  has  been  provided  for 
use  with  the  Classroom  Calendar,  several  blank  cards  have  also  been  included  to  encourage  teachers 
to  create  their  own  symbols.  Since  experiences  with  real  objects  should  generally  precede  the  use  of 
symbols,  and  real  objects  are  often  easier  to  identify  tactually  and  maybe  even  visually,  teachers 
should  consider  using  real  objects  for  symbols.  An  example  of  this  is  attaching  a  real  birthday 
candle  to  a  blank  card  to  represent  a  birthday.  Dark  construction  paper  may  be  glued  to  the  card  first 
to  provide  good  contrast  for  the  low  vision  child.  Other  items  which  might  be  used  are  a  real  leaf  for 
fall,  or  a  flower  for  spnng,  a  pine  twig  or  candy  cane  for  Christmas,  a  clover  for  St.  Patrick’s  Day, 
etc.  Braille  and  print  names  and  labels  can  also  be  added  to  the  symbols  to  personalize  the  calendar. 
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Before  using  a  symbol,  it  is  important  for  the  teacher  to  help  the  children  build  a  rich  sensory 
background  of  experiences  for  using  it.  If  the  teacher  wishes,  for  example,  to  use  the  birthday  candle 
symbol,  he  or  she  might . . . 

1.  have  birthday  candles  for  the  children  to  examine. 

2.  let  the  children  put  birthday  candles  on  a  cake. 

3.  light  the  candles  for  the  children  to  see  and  guide  the  children  in  feeling  the  heat  from 
the  candles. 

4.  have  the  children  take  turns  blowing  out  the  candles  while  the  rest  sing  "Happy 
Birthday." 

5.  have  the  children  smell  the  smoke  from  the  blown  out  candles. 

6.  let  the  children  eat  the  cake,  of  course. 

A  similar  procedure  can  be  followed  for  introducing  other  symbols  including  small  three-di¬ 
mensional  models  and  raised-line  drawings. 
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Using  the  Individual  Calendar 

The  Individual  Calendar  is  meant  to  be  consumable.  At  the  beginning  of  each  month,  each  child 
will  need  a  new  grid  sheet  Grid  sheets  come  in  an  assortment  of  colors  to  add  interest  for  those  with 
vision.  The  teacher  may  choose  a  color  appropriate  for  the  month,  for  example  maybe  St.  Patrick's 
Day  green  for  March,  or  the  teacher  may  give  the  student  a  choice  of  colors. 

Next  the  teacher  will  need  to  distribute  the  month  and  year  labels.  These  labels  will  be  perfo¬ 
rated  to  tear  out  easily  when  this  product  goes  into  production,  but  for  this  evaluation  these  labels 
will  have  to  be  cut  out.  Perhaps  the  teacher  can  use  a  paper  cutter  for  this.  A  glue  stick  is  rubbed 
across  the  back  of  each  piece  before  it  is  put  on  the  grid.  If  an  error  in  placement  occurs,  the  teacher 
can  help  the  child  peel  the  label  off  and  replace  it  correctly.  The  longer  the  labels  are  in  place,  the 
harder  they  are  to  fix  so  corrections  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  Since  all  twelve  month  and 
year  labels  will  be  on  one  sheet,  the  teacher  may  want  to  collect  the  sheet  for  safekeeping  after  the 
children  have  gotten  their  new  labels  each  month  or  at  least  help  the  children  fmd  a  good  place  to 
keep  the  sheet  until  the  next  month. 

Each  month,  each  child  will  also  need  a  perforated  sheet  with  letters  standing  for  the  days  of  the 
week  and  the  numerals  1-31.  Have  the  children  carefully  tear  out  and  glue  on  the  letters  for  the 
days.  You  will  note  that  the  top  right  comer  has  been  cut  off  of  all  calendar  pieces  for  easy  orienta¬ 
tion.  Follow  a  similar  procedure  for  putting  on  the  numbers,  adding  one  each  day  or  doing  them  all 
at  once  as  directed  by  the  teacher.  At  the  end  of  each  month  children  may  take  their  calendars  home 
or  perhaps  save  them  for  reference  in  a  notebook  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Since  each  sheet  con¬ 
tains  31  numerals,  at  the  end  of  some  months  there  will  be  numerals  left  over. 


Symbols  for  the  Individual  Calendar 

No  special  symbols  are  included  for  the  Individual  Calendar.  Teachers  may  wish  to  make  their 
own  from  commercially  available  stickers  and  tape.  For  example,  a  Scratch  74'  Sniff™ ,  puff,  or 
glitter  sticker  could  be  used  for  major  holidays  such  as  Thanksgiving  or  Christmas;  stars,  colored 
circles,  or  even  notebook  hole  reinforcers  could  stand  for  birthdays  or  other  special  events;  and 
narrow  tape  could  be  used  across  vactation  days  when  there  is  no  school.  Children  can  be  allowed  to 
choose  symbols  which  are  meaningful  to  them  thus  introducing  some  creativity  and  problem-solv¬ 
ing.  Older  children  could  keep  a  list  of  special  dates  for  the  month  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  An 
example  of  such  a  list  for  March  might  read  like  this: _ 


March  6 

Mike's  birthday 

March  17 

St.  Patrick's  Day 

March  2 1 

1st  day  of  spring 

March  3 1 

Crystal's  birthday 

For  young  children  using  the  Classroom  Calendar  on  which  symbols  may  be  substituted  for  numbers 
on  holidays,  the  Individual  Calendar  may  help  to  reinforce  the  idea  that  St  Patrick's  Day  is  still  the 
17th  since  one  calendar  has  a  symbol  and  the  other  a  number  for  the  same  day. 
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Appendix  E 

Classroom  Calendar  and  Individual  Calendar 

EVALUATION 

Name: _ 

Agency: _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ 


Summer  Address: 


Social  Security  Number: _ 

Work  Phone: _ Home  Phone: _ 

1.  Please  give  the  following  information  about  each  of  the  children  with  whom  you  used  the  calen¬ 
dars. 


First  Name 

Age 

Visual  or  Tactual 
Learner 

Other  Handicapping  Conditions 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

dPD 

American 
Printing  House 
For  The  Blind 
Incorporated 
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Calendar  Evaluation  (continued) 

2.  Describe  briefly  how  you  used  the  calendars  with  your  students— where  you  put  the  Classroom 
Calendar,  how  often  you  used  the  calendars,  the  kinds  of  activities  you  did,  etc. 


3.  Please  rate  the  following  V  (very  good),  S  (satisfactory),  or  N  (needs  improvement)  and  give 
comments  and  suggestions  for  improvement  You  may  use  the  back  or  a  separate  sheet  of  paper 
if  you  wish. 


A.  Instructions 

1  1 1.  Claritv  of  instructions 

Comments  and  Suggestions  for  Improvement 

~]  2.  Appropriateness  of  instructions 

B.  Classroom  Calendar 
]  1.  Overall  size  of  calendar 

1 _ 1  2.  Material  used  for  grid 

| _ |  3.  Color  of  grid 

|  1 4.  Design  of  calendar  for  placement 

in  the  room 

~j5.  Size  of  labels  for  months,  years, 

days,  and  dates 

|  |6.  Colors  of  labels  for  months, 

years,  days,  and  dates 

1  7.  Readability  of  print  labels 

|8.  Readability  of  braille  labels 

]]9.  Ease  of  putting  Velcro  on  parts 

J 10.  base  of  putting  labels  on  grid 

Jll.  Ease  of  reading  print  labels  on 

grid 


2 
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Calendar  Evaluation  (continued) 


□ 

□ 

8.  Classroom  Calendar  (continued) 

12.  Ease  of  reading  braille  labels 
on  grid 

Comments  and  Suggestions  for  Improvement 

13.  Selection  of  holiday  and 
weather  symbols  included 

L 

14.  Design  of  the  symbols 

15.  Embossing  of  the  symbols 

[ 

16.  Visibility  of  the  symbols 

□ 

17.  Material  used  for  labels  and 
symbols 

]]l8.  Overall  value  or  usefulness 

of  Classroom  Calendar 

C.  Individual  Calendar 

"]  1.  Overall  size  of  calendar 

2.  Kind  of  paper  used  for  grid 

r 

13.  Colors  of  grids 

b 

14.  Size  of  labels  for  months, 

years,  days,  and  dates 

1 

5.  Color  of  labels 

c 

6.  Readability  of  print  labels 

7.  Readabilitv  of  braille  labels 

18.  Use  of  glue  stick 

9.  Ease  of  putting  labels  on  grid 

.0.  Ease  of  reading  labels  on  grid 

□ 

11.  Paper  used  for  labels 

□ 

12.  Availability  of  symbols  to  use 
for  holidays  and  weather  if 
desired 

Jl3.  Overall  value  or  usefulness  of 

the  Individual  Calendar 

3 
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Calendar  Evaluation  (continued) 

4.  Please  describe  any  additions,  deletions,  or  changes  you  would  like  to  see  made  in  the  text 


5.  Please  describe  any  symbols  you  would  like  to  see  added,  deleted,  changed,  or  with  more  than 
one  included  and  the  number  to  include. 


4 
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Calendar  Evaluation  (continued) 

6.  Please  describe  any  other  additions,  deletions,  or  changes  you  would  like  to  see  made  in  the 
Classroom  Calendar. 


7.  Please  describe  any  additions,  deletions,  or  changes  you  would  like  to  see  made  in  the 
Individual  Calendar. 


5 
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Calendar  Evaluation  (continued) 

8.  (a)  Can  you  suggest  any  other  names  for  the  Classroom  Calendar? 


(b)  Can  you  suggest  any  other  names  for  the  Individual  Calendar? 


Please  complete  and  return  by  June  1 , 1990  to: 

Eleanor  Pester 
Research  Associate 

Department  of  Educational  and  Technical 
Research 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
1839  Frankfort  Avenue 
P.O.  Box  6085 
Louisville,  KY  40206-0085 


THANK  YOU! 


6 


Classroom  Calendars 


Appendix  F 

Summary  of  Information  from  the  Evaluation  Forms 
General  Information  on  Participants 


53 


Teachers  and  agencies  represented 


Melinda  Atkins 

Mary  Ann  O'Connor 

Visually  Impaired 

St.  Lucy  Day  School 

Preschool  Services 

929  S.  Farragut  Street 

1215  S.  Third  Street 

Philadelphia,  PA  19143 

Louisville,  KY  40203 

(215)  382-6325 

(502)  636-3207 


Ela  Shacklett 

Suzi  MacDonald 

Children's  Center  for  the 

Arizona  State  School  for 

Visually  Impaired 

the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 

400  W.  57th  Street 

c/o  Foundation  for 

Kansas  City,  MO  64113 

Blind  Children 

(816)  333-3166 

12644  N.  50th  Drive 


Glendale,  AZ  85304 

Anna  Swenson 

(602)  279-3313 

Pine  Spring  Elementary  School 

Fairfax  County  Public  Schools 

7607  Willow  Lane 

Falls  Church,  VA  22042 
(703)  560-5263  (work) 
(703)  931-8024  (home) 
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Hedy  Jacobson 

Hampton  Elementary,  Room  14 
3901  Margareta  Street 
Detroit,  MI  48221 
(313)  270-0126 

Jill  Patton 

Grattan  School 

156  Grattan  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 

(415)  681-8822 

Deanna  Scoggins 
Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind 
1867  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206 


Patty  Dilg 

Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind 
1867  Frankfort  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206 
(502)  897-1583 

Eileen  Burke/Debbie  Alvarado 
Dallas  Service  for  Visually 
Impaired  Children 
3802  Cole 
Dallas,  TX  75204 


(502)  897-1583 
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Children  with  whom  the  calendar  was  used 
Age  in  Total  No.  Primary  Learning 

Years  of  Students  Mode 


Other  Handicapping 

Conditions 


3 


2 


2  Tactual 
Visual 
Both 


4 


1 


1  Tactual 
Visual 
Both 


5 


13 


6 


10 


5  Tactual 
5  Visual 
3  Both 


Cerebral  palsy  (1) 
Speech  impaired  (1) 
Developmentally 
delayed  (1)  and 
Pan  hyperpituitarian- 
ism  (1) 


3  Tactual 
6  Visual 

1  Both 


Cerebral  palsy  (1); 

Autistic  (1) 

Motor  impaired  (1) 


Classroom  Calendars 


Age  in  Total  No. 
Years  of  Students 
7  6 


Primary  Learning 

Mode 

4  Tactual 
2  Visual 


8 


2 


9 


2 


10 


5 


Both 

1  Tactual 
1  Visual 
Both 

1  Tactual 
1  Visual 
Both 

3  Tactual 

1  Visual 
1  Both 


11 


5 


4  Tactual 


Visual 
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Other  Handicapping 

Conditions 
Hyperkinesis  (1) 
Learning  disabled/ 
gifted  (1) 


Cerebral  palsy  (1) 


Emotionally  needy  (1); 
Slow  (1) 


Profoundly  deaf 

Slow  (2) ;  Behavior 
problem  (1) 


1  Both 
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Age  in  Total  No.  Primary  Learning  Other  Handicapping 

Years  of  Students  Mode  Conditions 

12  11  Tactual  Non-reader 

Visual  _ 

Both  _ 

Rating  of  calendar  design  elements:  V  (very  good) ;  S 
(satisfactory) ,  N  (needs  improvement) ,  N/A  (not  applicable  or  not 
answered) 


A.  Instructions 

1.  Clarity  of  instructions 

V 

80% 

S 

10% 

N  N/A 

10% 

2  . 

Appropriateness  of  instructions 

80% 

10% 

10% 

B.  Classroom  Calendar 

1.  Overall  size  of  calendar 

80% 

20% 

2  . 

Material  used  for  grid 

90% 

10% 

3. 

Color  of  grid 

60% 

40% 

4. 

Design  of  calendar  for  placement 

in  the  room 

80% 

20% 

5. 

Size  of  labels  for  months, 

vears,  davs.  and  dates 

70% 

30% 

6. 

Color  of  labels  for  months, 

vears.  davs.  and  dates 

90% 

10% 

7. 

Readability  of  print  labels 

60% 

40% 
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V  S  N  N/A 

8 .  Readability  of  braille  labels _ 60%  20%  10%  10% 


9  . 

Ease  of  puttinq  Velcro  on  parts 

40% 

40%  10%  10% 

10. 

Ease  of  puttinq  labels  on  qrid 

60% 

40% 

11. 

Ease  of  putting  print  labels 

on  qrid 

60% 

40% 

12  . 

Ease  of  reading  braille  labels 

on  qrid 

50% 

30%  20% 

13  . 

Selection  of  holiday  and  weather 

symbols  included 

50% 

50% 

14  . 

Desiqn  of  the  symbols 

30% 

70% 

15. 

Embossinq  of  the  symbols 

80% 

20% 

16. 

Visibility  of  the  symbols 

70% 

30% 

17  . 

Materials  used  for  labels 

and  symbols 

70% 

30% 

18  . 

Overall  value  or  usefulness 

of  Classroom  Calendar 

90% 

10% 

Individual  Calendar 


Overall  size  of  calendar 

70% 

10% 

20% 

Kind  of  paper  used  for  qrid 

60% 

20% 

20% 

Color  of  qrids 

70% 

10% 

20% 

Size  of  labels  for  months, 

years,  days,  and  dates 

60% 

30% 

10% 

Color  of  labels 

60% 

30% 

10% 

5. 
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6. 

Readability  of  print  labels 

V 

60% 

S 

30% 

N 

N/A 

10% 

7  . 

Readability  of  braille  labels 

40% 

40% 

20% 

8  . 

Use  of  qlue  stick 

30% 

40% 

20% 

10% 

9. 

Ease  of  puttinq  labels  on  qrid 

30% 

50% 

10% 

10% 

10. 

Ease  of  readinq  labels  on  qrid 

60% 

20% 

20% 

11. 

Paper  used  for  labels 

40% 

40% 

10% 

10% 

12  . 

Availability  of  symbols  to  use 

for  holidays  and  weather  if 

desired 

20% 

20% 

20% 

40% 

13  . 

Overall  value  or  usefulness 

of  Individual  Calendar 

50% 

10% 

10% 

30% 

Suggested  changes 

A.  When  all  of  the  data  and  comments  had  been  analyzed,  the 
following  changes  were  considered  for  production: 

1.  Classroom  Calendar 

a.  Make  an  additional  set  of  labels  with 
abbreviations  for  the  days  in  bolder  and/or  larger 
print. 

b.  Clip  the  upper  right  corners  on  the  labels  for  the 
days  to  be  consistent  with  other  labels. 

c.  Add  cloud  and  birthday  cake  symbols. 

d.  Increase  the  number  of  weather  symbols,  so  that 
children  can  use  them  for  weather  yesterday, 
today,  and  tomorrow  (3  each) . 
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e.  Increase  the  number  of  happy  faces,  birthday 
cakes,  Jewish  stars,  crosses,  and  flags  to  try  to 
accommodate  the  maximum  number  which  might  be 
needed  in  one  month. 

f.  Make  two  holes  instead  of  one  for  hanging  so  that 
string  could  be  used  to  adjust  the  height. 

2.  Individual  Calendar 

a.  Replace  the  glue  stick  with  something  easier  for 
children  to  use,  perhaps  peel  and  stick  labels. 

b.  Make  labels  easy  to  separate  without  falling  apart 
or  tearing. 

c.  Omit  labels  for  the  year  to  make  calendars 
perpetual . 

General  comments 

A.  The  following  are  comments  made  by  reviewers  about  the 

classroom  calendar: 

1.  The  classroom  teacher  liked  this  calendar  due  to  the 
opportunity  to  expose  all  the  kids  to  braille. 

2.  I  am  pleased  with  this  product. 

3.  A  nice  addition  to  our  resource  room;  would  also  be 
useful  in  mainstream  kindergarten. 

4.  A  great  improvement  over  the  pegboard/posterboard  I 
had  used  before. 

5.  A  welcome  addition  to  any  regular  classroom  that  has 
mainstreamed  student  with  a  visual  impairment. 
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6.  Excellent  for  primary  grades! 

The  individual  calendars  drew  these  comments  from 
reviewers : 

1.  Great  the  way  they  are — I  wouldn't  change  them. 

2.  These  are  fun  because  we  can  make  our  own  calendars — 
the  children  can  do  everything  independently. 

3.  Kids  love  having  their  own  calendars.  Can  we  order 
more? 

4.  This  product  has  the  potential  to  be  very  useful. 

5.  The  children  liked  having  their  own  calendar  to  take 


home  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
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Appendix  G 

Production  Specifications 
Part  1 

Classroom  Calendar  Kit 

Components 

A.  List  in  catalog  as  Classroom  Calendar  Kit.  (Cat.  No.  1- 

18970-00) 

B.  Components  are  as  follows: 

1.  Blue  Grid.  Light  blue  ABS  (Acrylonitrile  Butadiene 
Styrene)  22  1/2"  x  21"  with  a  raised  black  grid  for 
the  month,  year,  days,  and  numbers  of  a  calendar, 
and  2  holes  at  the  top  for  hanging. 

2.  Yellow  Labels.  Bright  yellow  vinyl  styrene  co¬ 
polymer  labels  with  black  print  and  braille  for  the 
months,  at  least  10  years,  and  the  seven  days — one 
set  abbreviated  and  the  other  set  in  full  spelling 
with  print  on  both  sets  as  large  as  possible  for  the 
size  of  the  labels.  The  upper  right  corner  should 
be  cut  on  all  labels  for  orientation. 

3.  White  Labels.  White  vinyl  styrene  co-polymer  labels 
with  black  print  and  braille  numerals  1-31,  brightly 
colored  and  embossed  holiday  and  weather  symbols 
(list  follows) ,  and  at  least  10  blanks  for  creating 
symbols.  The  upper  right  corner  should  be  cut  on 
all  labels  for  orientation. 
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a) 

birthday  cakes 

(4) 

j) 

maple  leaf  (2) 

b) 

clouds  (3) 

k) 

pine  tree  (1) 

c) 

crosses  (2) 

1) 

shamrock  (1) 

d) 

Easter  eggs 

(1) 

m) 

snowmen  (3) 

e) 

flags  (2) 

n) 

Star  of  David  (2) 

f) 

happy  faces 

(4) 

o) 

suns  ( 3 ) 

g) 

heart  (1) 

P) 

tulips  (1) 

h) 

jack-o- lantern 

(1) 

q) 

turkey  (1) 

i) 

kites  (3) 

r) 

umbrellas  (3) 

4.  Hook  and  Loop  Material.  Approximately  a  56"  x  1" 
strip  of  black  hook  material  cut  in  1"  squares  to  be 
put  on  the  grid  by  the  purchaser  and  approximately  a 
154"  x  1"  strip  of  white  loop  material  cut  in  1" 
squares  to  be  put  on  all  the  yellow  and  white  labels 
by  the  purchaser. 

5.  Leaflet .  Instruction  leaflet  on  use  and  assembly  of 
the  calendar  printed  in  black  on  light  blue 
Hammermill,  Howard,  or  equivalent  11"  x  17"  paper 
folded  over  to  make  4  pages  (sides)  of  text  when 

f inished . 

A  sample  of  the  components  and  copy  are  available  from 
Eleanor  Pester  for  the  use  of  production  people  needing 
them . 

Department  heads,  division  managers,  etc.  being 
consulted  by  the  developers,  Eleanor  Pester,  Tom  Poppe, 
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and  Karen  Poppe,  are  Jack  Decker,  Ralph  McCracken,  June 

Morris,  Anna  O'Neill,  Pat  Packer,  Steve  Paris,  Bob 

Phelps,  Ann  Rice,  Steve  Silvano,  and  Gene  Utley. 

E.  Target  date  for  distribution  is  September  1991. 

F.  Additional  information  needed 

1.  Number  to  produce  is  200. 

2.  If  there  is  enough  demand  for  replacements,  parts 
could  be  sold  separately  but  at  the  present  time  it 
is  anticipated  that  replacement  would  mean  buying  a 
new  kit  or  would  be  worked  out  on  an  individual 
basis . 

3.  Number  over  which  to  amortize  cost  is  1000. 

4.  Eleanor  Pester  would  like  to  follow  kit  through 
production.  Please  call  her  (Ext.  320)  with 
guestions  and  keep  her  informed  about  problems 
and/or  progress. 

5.  Put  catalog  number  on  grid  in  small  print  only.  No 
other  labels  are  needed. 

6.  This  is  a  child-use  kit. 

7.  Small  parts  can  be  stored  and  shipped  in  a  standard 
15"  x  13"  white  envelope  and  packed  with  the  grid  in 
a  standard  16-E  corrugated  box  for  shipping. 

8.  Kit  is  eligible  for  "free  mail." 
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Part  2 

I.  Individual  Calendar  Kit 
II.  Components 

A.  List  in  catalog  as  Individual  Calendar  Kit.  (Cat.  No. 

1-18971-00) 

B.  Components  are  as  follows: 

1.  Grid.  Twelve  black,  raised-line  grids  with  space 
for  the  month,  initial  letters  for  the  days,  and 
numbers  on  a  calendar  printed  on  110#  Index  paper 
11"  x  11  1/2"  in  assorted  colors— two  each  of 
cherry,  salmon,  and  yellow  and  three  each  of  blue 
and  green. 

2.  Labels .  Twelve  sheets  of  white  80#  braille  paper 
with  labels  for  the  numerals  1-21  and  the  letters  S, 
M,  T,  W,  Th,  F,  and  S  in  braille  and  in  black  print 
and  one  sheet  of  white  80#  braille  paper  with  labels 
for  the  twelve  months  January  through  December  in 
braille  and  in  black  print.  BE  SURE  THAT  CLIPPED 
UPPER  RIGHT  CORNER  DOES  NOT  REMOVE  ANY  BRAILLE  DOTS. 

3.  Mounting  squares.  Five  hundred  pressure-sensitive 
double-face  mounting  sguares  (Stik'm  Sguares  made  in 
West  Germany  by  Joshua  Meier  and  available  from 
Impressions  in  packages  of  250)  or  the  equivalent. 
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4.  Leaflet .  Introduction  leaflet  on  use  and  assembly 
of  the  calendar  printed  in  black  on  salmon 
Hammermill,  Howard,  or  equivalent  11"  x  17"  paper 
folded  over  to  make  4  pages  (sides)  of  text  when 
finished. 

C.  Samples  of  components  and  copy  are  available  from 
Eleanor  Pester  for  the  use  of  production  people  needing 
them . 

D.  Department  heads,  division  managers,  etc.  being 
consulted  by  the  developers,  Eleanor  Pester,  Tom  Poppe, 
and  Karen  Poppe,  are  Jack  Decker,  Ralph  McCracken,  June 
Morris,  Anna  O'Neill,  Pat  Packer,  Steve  Paris,  Bob 
Phelps,  Ann  Rice,  Steve  Silvano,  and  Gene  Utley. 

E.  Target  date  for  distribution  in  September  1991. 

F.  Additional  information  needed 

1.  Number  to  produce  is  400. 

2.  No  replacements  should  be  required. 

3.  Number  over  which  to  amortize  cost  is  400. 

4.  Eleanor  Pester  would  like  to  follow  kit  through 
production.  Please  call  her  (Ext.  320)  with 
questions  and  keep  her  informed  about  problems 
and/or  progress. 

5.  Put  catalog  number  on  envelope  only.  No  other 
labels  are  necessary. 

6.  This  is  a  child-use  kit. 
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7.  All  parts  can  be  stored,  shipped,  and  kept  in  a 
white  envelope  measuring  12  1/2"  x  12  1/2"  or 
equivalent  sized  envelope. 

Kit  is  eligible  for  "free  mail." 


8 . 
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American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 


CLASSROOM  CALENDAR  KIT 


Preparing  the  Classroom  Calendar 

To  prepare  the  Classroom  Calendar  Kit  for  use,  find  the  blue  grid.  The  grid  has  two  holes  for  hang¬ 
ing  and  can  be  tacked  directly  to  a  bulletin  board,  suspended  from  a  hook  or  nail  at  a  suitable  height  with 
a  string  through  the  holes,  or  laid  flat  on  a  table  or  desk.  Peel  the  backing  off  the  black  hook  pieces  one 
at  a  time  and  stick  three  pieces  across  the  center  top  of  the  large  space  for  the  month,  two  across  the 
space  for  the  year,  and  one  near  the  center  of  each  of  the  other  spaces  on  the  grid. 

Next  follow  a  similar  procedure  to  put  the  white  loop  pieces  on  the  back  of  the  yellow  months,  years, 
and  days  and  the  white  numbers  and  symbols.  If  the  hook  and  loop  material  has  been  properly  aligned, 
these  pieces  should  stick  to  the  grid  when  they  are  turned  over  and  placed  on  it.  You  will  note  that  the 
top  right  comer  has  been  cut  off  of  most  calendar  pieces  for  easy  orientation. 

By  putting  the  labels,  numbers  and  symbols  in  different  places  on  the  grid,  you  can  use  the  Class¬ 
room  Calendar  again  and  again  to  show  any  month  of  the  year.  After  putting  on  the  month,  year,  and 
names  of  the  days  of  the  week,  young  children  may  add  a  new  number  each  day  until  the  month  is 
complete.  Older  students  may  put  all  the  numbers  on  the  calendar  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  and 
then  use  the  calendar  as  a  reference  throughout  the  month.  For  most  months  only  five  rows  of  numbers 
will  be  required  on  the  grid.  However,  about  two  times  a  year  the  month  will  have  3 1  days  and  begin  on 
a  Friday  or  30  or  3 1  days  and  begin  on  a  Saturday  and  the  sixth  row  on  the  grid  will  be  needed.  If  chil¬ 
dren  find  this  extra  row  confusing  on  months  when  it  is  not  needed,  put  a  strip  of  tape  or  paper  over  it  or 
decorate  it  with  extra  symbols  not  being  used  that  month. 


Using  Symbols  with  the  Classroom  Calendar 

Symbols  may  be  used  to  point  out  special  days  and  add  interest  to  the  Classroom  Calendar.  Symbols 
may  be  substituted  for  numbers  whenever  it  seems  appropriate.  Here  are  the  basic  calendar  symbols 
which  have  been  included: 


Symbol  ( Number ) 


Possible  Use 


birthday  cake  (4) 
cloud  (3) 
cross  (2) 

Easter  egg  ( 1 ) 
fag  (2) 


birthdays 
cloudy  days 

Good  Friday  and  other  Christian  holidays 
or  church  activities 
Easter 

Flag  Day  or  American 
holidays 


Using  Symbols  with  the  Classroom  Calendar  (continued) 


Symbol  ( Number ) 


Possible  Use 


happy  face  (4) 
heart  (1) 

jack-o-lantem  (1) 
kite  (3) 
maple  leaf  (2) 

pine  tree  ( 1 ) 
shamrock  (1) 
snowman  (3) 

Star  of  David  (2) 
sun  (3) 

tulip  (1) 
turkey  (1) 
umbrella  (3) 


birthdays,  field  trips,  special 
events,  or  happy  days 
Valentine's  Day 
Halloween 
windy  days 

1st  day  of  fall  or  Canadian 
holidays 

Christmas  or  Arbor  Day 
St.  Patrick’s  Day 
snowy  days,  cold  days,  or 
1st  day  of  winter 
Jewish  holidays 
sunny  days,  hot  days,  1st  day 
of  summer 
1st  day  of  spring 
Thanksgiving  Day 
rainy  days 


Although  this  basic  set  of  high  contrast,  tactually  discriminable  symbols  has  been  provided  for  use 
with  the  Classroom  Calendar  Kit,  several  blank  cards  have  also  been  included  to  encourage  teachers  and 
children  to  create  their  own  symbols.  Since  experiences  with  real  objects  should  generally  precede  the 
use  of  symbols  and  real  objects  are  often  easier  to  identify  tactually  and  maybe  even  visually,  teachers 
should  consider  using  real  objects  for  symbols.  An  example  of  this  is  attaching  a  real  birthday  candle  to 
a  blank  card  to  represent  a  birthday.  Other  items  which  might  be  used  are  a  real  leaf  for  fall,  a  flower  for 
spring,  a  pine  twig  or  candy  cane  for  Christmas,  a  clover  for  St.  Patrick's  Day,  etc.  Braille  and  print 
names  and  labels  can  also  be  added  to  the  symbols  to  personalize  the  calendar.  If  necessary,  dark  con¬ 
struction  paper  may  be  used  to  provide  a  background  with  contrast  for  the  low  vision  child. 

Before  using  a  symbol,  it  is  important  for  the  teacher  to  help  children  build  a  rich  sensory  back¬ 
ground  of  experiences  for  using  it.  If  the  teacher  wishes,  for  example,  to  use  the  birthday  candle  sym¬ 
bol,  he  or  she  might. . . 

1.  have  birthday  candles  for  the  children  to  examine. 

2.  let  the  children  put  birthday  candles  on  a  cake. 

3.  light  the  candles  for  the  children  to  see  and  guide  the  children  in  feeling  the  heat  from  the 

candles. 

4.  have  the  children  take  turns  blowing  out  the  candles  while  the  rest  sing  "Happy  Birthday." 

5.  have  the  children  smell  the  smoke  from  the  blown-out  candles. 

6.  let  the  children  eat  the  birthday  cake,  of  course. 

A  similar  procedure  can  be  followed  for  introducing  other  symbols  including  small  three-dimen¬ 
sional  models  and  raised-line  drawings,  both  ones  included  in  the  kit  and  others  you  might  create. 
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Educational  Objectives 

Objectives  Requiring  a  Cdiendai 


•  To  become  familiar  with  the  calendar  as  a  tool  for  measuring  time 

•  To  learn  how  many  days  are  in  a  week,  a  month,  and  a  year,  how  many  weeks  are  in  a 
month,  and  how  many  months  are  in  a  year 

•  To  locate  month,  days,  and  numbers  on  a  calendar 

•  To  use  the  calendar  to  answer  questions  such  as 

How  many  Wednesdays  are  in  this  month? 

What  day  of  the  week  is  the  10th? 

•  To  use  the  calendar  to  plan  for  future  events  and  remember  past  events 


Objectives  Which  Can  Be  Reinforced  Using  a  Calendar 


Reading  Readiness  Objectives 

•  To  identify  rows 

•  To  track  from  left  to  right 

•  To  move  from  top  to  bottom 

•  To  track  left  to  right  and  back  and 
drop  down  to  find  the  next  row 

•  To  relate  print  or  braille  on  a  calendar 
to  numbers  and  words 

•  To  associate  beginning  sounds  with  letters 

•  To  recognize  words  and  letters 

Language  Objectives 

•  To  name  the  days  of  the  week 

•  To  sequence  the  days  of  the  week  in  order 

•  To  identify  months  of  the  year 

•  To  use  the  date  in  a  complete  sentence 

•  To  describe  a  day  and  things  associated  with 
it  in  sentences 

•  To  identify  weekdays  versus  weekend  days 

•  To  use  the  terms  yesterday,  today,  and 
tomorrow 

•  To  listen  as  others  share  their  descriptions 

•  To  state  what  the  calendar  tells 


Social  Studies  Objectives 

•  To  build  an  awareness  of  coming  holidays, 
birthdays,  and  other  special  events 

•  To  develop  an  awareness  of  current  events 

•  To  celebrate  past  events 

Science  Objectives 

•  To  record  weather  observations 

•  To  learn  about  the  seasons  and  their  charac¬ 
teristics 

•  To  learn  about  natural  phenomena  upon  which 
the  calendar  is  based-phases  of  the  moon 
(months),  the  earth's  rotation  (day  and  night), 
and  revolutions  of  the  earth  around  the  sun 
(years) 

Arithmetic  Objectives 

•  To  develop  one-to-one  correspondence 

•  To  count  from  one  to  thirty-one 

•  To  recognize  numerals  1-31 

•  To  sequence  numbers 

•  To  use  ordinal  numbers  1st  to  31st 

•  To  develop  awareness  of  time 

•  To  recognize  multiples  of  seven  beginning 
with  the  numerals  from  1-7 

•  To  calculate  from  a  known  date  to  another  date 
by  adding  or  subtracting 


Activity  Suggestions 


Children  can.  .  . 

•  put  the  date  on  the  calendar,  guided  in  tracking  and  identification  as  appropriate.  (Very  young  chil¬ 
dren  who  find  this  difficult  might  prepare  for  it  by  building  a  calendar  one  week  at  a  time  using 
strips  cut  from  grids  in  the  Individual  Calendar  Kit.) 

•  sequence  numbers  for  the  week. 

•  count  the  days  on  the  calendar  and  add  today's  number. 

•  locate  and  identify  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  month,  etc. 

•  spell  the  name  of  the  month,  etc. 

•  recite  the  days  of  the  week. 

•  match  the  numbers  on  the  Individual  Calendar  with  the  numbers  on  the  Classroom  Calendar  and  the 
letters  for  the  days  with  the  names  of  the  days. 

•  leam  the  correct  abbreviations  as  well  as  the  full  spellings  for  the  days  of  the  week. 

•  identify  the  number  of  the  year. 

•  repeat  after  the  teacher  in  unison  and  then  individually,  "Today  is  Monday,  October  24,  1994." 

•  give  a  complete  sentence  of  their  own  describing  the  date. 

•  name  yesterday  and  tomorrow  as  well  as  today. 

•  answer  more  complex  questions  requiring  use  of  the  calendar. 

•  use  ordinal  numbers  correctly.  For  example,  if  yesterday  was  the  first,  what  is  today? 

•  use  the  calendar  to  help  plan  activities. 

•  discuss  regularly  scheduled  activities  and  upcoming  events. 

•  put  symbols  for  holidays,  birthdays,  and  vacations  on  the  calendar  and/or  make  a  list  of  special 
dates  on  separate  paper. 

•  make  a  chain  to  represent  the  number  of  days  until  the  next  vacation,  count  the  links,  and  remove 
one  each  day  until  the  big  day  arrives. 

•  describe  the  weather  each  day  and  use  appropriate  symbols  to  indicate  it 

•  discuss  outdoor  activities  and  appropriate  dress  for  the  weather. 

•  compare  the  weather  today  with  the  weather  yesterday  and/or  the  prediction  for  tomorrow. 

•  discuss  news  heard  on  the  radio  or  TV  each  day. 

•  receive  recognition  for  good  behavior  or  outstanding  achievement  by  having  a  sticker  or  star  put  on 
the  calendar  each  day  or  naming  student  of  the  day,  week,  or  month. 

•  compare  this  monthly  calendar  to  a  yearly  braille  or  print  calendar. 

•  find  the  beginning  letter  of  the  day  and  talk  about  other  words  that  begin  with  the  same  sound. 
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INDIVIDUAL  CALENDAR  KIT 


Constructing  a  Calendar  from  the  Kit 

At  the  beginning  of  each  month  a  new  calendar  will  need  to  be  constructed  from  the  Individual 
Calendar  Kit.  First,  a  grid  sheet  will  be  needed.  Grid  sheets  come  in  an  assortment  of  colors  to  add 
interest  for  those  students  with  vision.  Individuals  may  select  their  own  colors  each  month  or  the 
teacher  may  assign  a  color  appropriate  for  the  month;  for  example  green  might  be  chosen  for  March 
with  both  SL  Patrick's  Day  and  the  beginning  of  spring.  If  a  child  has  difficulty  working  with  the  grid, 
the  teacher  can  cut  it  into  strips  and  the  child  can  work  with  one  week  at  a  time.  For  most  months  room 
for  only  five  rows  of  numbers  will  be  required  on  the  grid.  However,  about  two  times  a  year  a  month 
will  have  3 1  days  and  begin  on  a  Friday  or  30  or  31  days  and  begin  on  a  Saturday  and  the  sixth  row  of 
the  gnd  will  be  needed.  If  a  child  finds  this  extra  row  confusing,  on  months  when  it  is  not  needed,  put  a 
strip  of  tape  or  paper  over  it,  decorate  it  with  stickers,  or  cut  it  off. 

Next  the  label  for  the  month  will  need  to  be  located.  It  is  on  a  white  sheet  containing  print/braille 
labels  for  each  of  the  twelve  months  of  the  year.  Before  the  label  is  taken  from  this  sheet,  it  is  important 
to  know  that  it  is  the  one  desired  and  where  it  will  be  placed  on  the  grid.  Note  that  the  top  right  comer 
has  been  cut  off  of  this  and  other  calendar  labels  for  easier  orientation.  When  the  label  for  the  month  is 
in  place,  be  sure  the  sheet  with  the  rest  of  the  labels  is  put  away  for  safekeeping  until  next  month. 

Each  calendar  also  needs  labels  from  a  sheet  with  letters  standing  for  the  days  of  the  week  and  the 
numerals  1-31  for  the  days  of  the  month.  There  are  twelve  such  sheets  in  the  kit  when  you  begin  using 
it.  After  carefully  labeling  the  days  of  the  week,  young  children  may  add  a  numeral  to  the  grid  each  day 
until  the  month  is  complete.  Older  students  may  put  all  the  numbers  on  the  calendar  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month  and  then  use  the  calendar  as  a  reference  throughout  the  month.  Since  each  sheet  contains  31 
numerals,  there  will  be  numerals  to  discard  at  the  ends  of  months  with  less  than  31  days. 

Double-stick  mounting  squares  have  been  provided  for  putting  labels  on  the  grid.  At  first  the 
teacher  may  want  to  put  one  face  of  the  mounting  squares  on  the  grid  and  just  have  the  children  peel  the 
paper  from  the  other  face  to  put  on  a  label.  Later,  the  children  should  be  able  to  do  both  processes  inde¬ 
pendently.  Putting  the  labels  on  the  calendar  can  also  be  used  as  an  opportunity  for  children  to  leam  to 
use  other  types  of  adhesives,  such  as  glue  sticks,  glue,  or  paste.  Older  students  could  practice  braille 
placement  on  a  braillewriter  by  brailling  labels  themselves  directly  on  the  grid  squares. 

The  Individual  Calendar  Kit  is  meant  to  be  consumable.  At  the  end  of  each  month,  calendars  may 
be  taken  home  or  perhaps  saved  in  a  notebook  as  a  reference  until  the  end  of  the  year. 


Observing  Special  Days 

No  special  symbols  are  included  for  the  Individual  Calendar  Kit.  Teachers  may,  however,  wish  to 
make  their  own  from  commercially  available  stickers  and  tape.  For  example,  a  Scratch  TT  Sniff™,  puff, 


glitter  or  other  interesting  sticker  could  be  used  for  major  holidays,  such  as  Thanksgiving  or  Christmas; 
stars,  colored  circles,  or  even  notebook  hole  reinforcers  could  stand  for  birthdays  or  other  special  events; 
and  narrow  tape  could  be  used  across  vacation  days  when  there  is  no  school.  Children  can  be  allowed  to 
choose  symbols  which  are  meaningful  to  them,  thus  introducing  some  creativity  and  problem-solving.  If 
young  children  use  symbols  to  substitute  for  numbers  on  holidays  with  the  Classroom  Calendar  Kit,  the 
Individual  Calendar  Kit  used  without  symbols  may  help  reinforce  the  idea  that  St.  Patrick's  Day  is  still 
the  17th  since  one  calendar  has  a  symbol  and  the  other  just  a  number  for  the  same  day.  Older  children 
can  list  special  dates  for  the  month  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  An  example  of  such  a  list  for  March 
might  read  like  this: 


March  6 

Mike's  birthday 

March  17 

St.  Patrick's  Day 

March  21 

1st  day  of  spring 

March  3 1 

Crystal’s  birthday 

Educational  Objectives 

Objectives  Requiring  a  Calendar 

•To  become  familiar  with  the  calendar  as  a  tool  for  measuring  time 
•To  learn  how  many  days  are  in  a  week,  a  month,  and  a  year,  how  many  weeks  are  in  a 
month,  and  how  many  months  are  in  a  year 

•  To  locate  month,  days,  and  numbers  on  a  calendar 

•  To  use  the  calendar  to  answer  questions  such  as 

How  many  Wednesdays  are  in  this  month? 

What  day  of  the  week  is  the  10th? 

•  To  use  the  calendar  to  plan  for  future  events  and  remember  past  events 


Objectives  Which  Can  Be  Reinforced  Using  a  Calendar 


Reading  Readiness  Objectives 

•  To  identify  rows 

•  To  track  from  left  to  right 

•  To  move  from  top  to  bottom 

•To  track  left  to  right  and  back  and  drop 
down  to  find  the  next  row 

•  To  relate  print  or  braille  on  a  calendar 
to  numbers  and  words 

•  To  associate  beginning  sounds  with  letters 

•  To  recognize  words  and  letters 


Language  Objectives 

•  To  name  the  days  of  the  week 

•  To  sequence  the  days  of  the  week  in  order 

•  To  identify  months  of  the  year 

•  To  use  the  date  in  a  complete  sentence 

•  To  describe  a  day  and  things  associated  with 
it  in  sentences 

•  To  identify  weekdays  versus  weekend  days 

•  To  use  terms  yesterday,  today,  and  tomorrow 

•  To  listen  as  others  share  their  descriptions 

•  To  state  what  the  calendar  tells 
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Objectives  Which  Can  Be  Reinforced  Using  a  Calendar  (continued) 


Social  Studies  Objectives 

•  To  build  an  awareness  of  coming  holidays, 
birthdays,  and  other  special  events 

•  To  develop  an  awareness  of  cuirent  events 

•  To  celebrate  past  events 

Science  Objectives 

♦To  record  weather  observations 

•  To  learn  about  the  seasons  and  their  character¬ 
istics 

•  To  learn  about  natural  phenomena  upon  which 
the  calendar  is  based-phases  of  the  moon 
(months),  the  earth's  rotation  (day  and  night),  and 
revolutions  of  the  earth  around  the  sun  (years) 


Arithmetic  Objectives 

•  To  develop  one-to-one  correspondence 

•  To  count  from  one  to  thirty-one 

•  To  recognize  the  numerals  1-31 

•  To  sequence  numbers 

•  To  use  ordinal  numbers  1st  to  31st 
•To  develop  an  awareness  of  time 

•  To  recognize  multiples  of  seven  beginning 
with  numerals  from  1-7 

•  To  calculate  from  a  known  date  by  adding  or 
or  substracting 


Activity  Suggestions 


Children  can.  .  . 


•  put  the  date  on  the  calendar,  guided  in  tracking  and  identification  as  appropriate.  (Very  young  chil¬ 
dren  who  find  this  difficult  might  prepare  for  it  by  building  a  calendar  one  week  at  a  time  using 
strips  cut  from  grids  in  the  Individual  Calendar  Kit.) 

•  sequence  numbers  for  the  week. 

•  count  the  days  on  the  calendar  and  add  today's  number. 

•  locate  and  identify  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  month,  etc. 

•  spell  the  name  of  the  month,  etc. 

•  recite  the  days  of  the  week. 

•  match  the  numbers  on  the  Individual  Calendar  with  the  numbers  on  the  Classroom  Calendar  and  the 
letters  for  the  days  with  the  names  of  the  days. 

•  learn  the  correct  abbreviations  as  well  as  the  full  spellings  for  the  days  of  the  week. 

•  identify  the  number  of  the  year. 

•  repeat  after  the  teacher  in  unison  and  then  individually,  "Today  is  Monday,  October  24,  1994." 

•  give  a  complete  sentence  of  their  own  describing  the  date. 

•  name  yesterday  and  tomorrow  as  well  as  today. 

•  answer  more  complex  questions  requiring  use  of  the  calendar. 

•  use  ordinal  numbers  correctly.  For  example,  if  yesterday  was  the  first,  what  is  today? 

•  use  the  calendar  to  help  plan  activities. 

•  discuss  regularly  scheduled  activities  and  upcoming  events. 

•  put  symbols  for  holidays,  birthdays,  and  vacations  on  the  calendar  and/or  make  a  list  of  special 
dates  on  separate  paper. 


•  make  a  chain  to  represent  the  number  of  days  until  the  next  vacation,  count  the  links,  and  remove 
one  each  day  until  the  big  day  arrives. 

•  describe  the  weather  each  day  and  use  appropriate  symbols  to  indicate  it. 

•  discuss  outdoor  activities  and  appropriate  dress  for  the  weather. 

•  compare  the  weather  today  with  the  weather  yesterday  and/or  the  prediction  for  tomorrow. 

•  discuss  news  heard  on  the  radio  or  TV  each  day. 

•  receive  recognition  for  good  behavior  or  outstanding  achievement  by  having  a  sticker  or  star  put  on 
the  calendar  each  day  or  naming  student  of  the  day,  week,  or  month. 

•  compare  this  monthly  calendar  to  a  yearly  braille  or  print  calendar. 

•  find  the  beginning  letter  of  the  day  and  talk  about  other  words  that  begin  with  the  same  sound. 
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